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While the Wilton Manors LGBT com-
munity was shocked by the double mur-
der of  Kevin Mark Powell and Stephen
Duane Adams on Dec. 26, the entire
Broward County community can take
solace that the area experienced a sharp
decline in the number of  homicides in
2010, as compared to previous years. 

According to the Broward County
Sheriff ’s Office, 63 people had been
killed in the county in 2010. The num-
bers in the county have declined the past
three years, with 118 murders in 2007.

Of  all the murders, 12 remain
unsolved, including Powell and Adams.
In the Powell and Adams murder, sus-
pect Peter Serge Avsenew of  Hollywood,
Fla., has been arrested but not officially
charged with the murders. He is cur-
rently being held on a probation viola-
tion while Wilton Manors police and
Broward Sheriff ’s officers continue to

gather evidence and build a case against
him. The victims were found dead by
police in their home located in the 2500
block of  NE Eighth Avenue in Wilton
Manors. Powell and Adams were a cou-
ple and had been together for 29 years.

Avsenew, 26, was found driving
Powell’s black 2003 Saturn Vue near
Dundee, Fla., in Polk County. He was
later arrested at a home in the area
without incident. Police believe that
Powell and Adams knew Avsenew,
which causes doubt that the murders
were the result of  some random break
in. Avsenew has an extensive police
record in Florida, which includes a con-
viction for grand theft, engaging in
fraudulent checks, vehicle theft and rob-
bery. He has been taken into custody
more than a dozen times since 2003 and
uses at least eight different aliases.

As it pertains to the county’s other
murders, Broward County Sheriff  Al
Lamberti said that most people think
that crime goes up when the economy is
bad, but that is not always the case.

“The economy relates more to proper-
ty crime,” Lamberti said. “Murder is a
personal crime, so I don't think [the econ-

omy] is a factor in the homicide rate.”
Murder rates have continued to drop

all over the state of  Florida for the last
couple of  years, especially the large
metropolitan areas.

“The significant decline in Florida’s
crime rate represents the lowest rate in 39
years and is an encouraging indicator
that our crime prevention efforts are
working,” said Florida Gov. Charlie Crist. 

According to the Sun Sentinel, the fol-
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This President’s Day Weekend (Feb. 17-
21) unveils a new fundraising effort,
FORTITUDE, which will benefit The
Foundation for AIDS Research (amfAR),
Pride Center at Equality Park and the
Fort Lauderdale-Miami Gay & Lesbian
Film Festival. The weekend will include
a film festival, comedy night, live con-
cert, women’s and men’s pool parties,
sunset cocktails, brunch and night-
club/bar events.

The two main events are the comedy
night and the live concert.

Comedy Night will be on Saturday,
Feb. 19 at Parker Playhouse. The evening
will feature Judy Gold, Alec Mapa and
Julie Goldman. Gold is a two-time Emmy
winner for her work on “The Rosie
O’Donnell Show” and a GLAAD award-
winner. Mapa’s hilarious one-man show,
“I Remember Mapa,” won the L.A.
Weekly-award for Best Solo Show, but he
is best known as the catty series regular
Suzuki St. Pierre in TV’s “Ugly Betty.”
Goldman is an award-winning comedi-
an, now in her third season in Logo’s

By BOB KECSKEMETY

See FORTITUDE on Page 4

Martha Wash (above), the vocalist behind the
classic, “Gonna Make You Sweat (Everybody
Dance Now)” will be a featured performer.
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Despite recent double homicide, 
Broward murder rate lowest in 20 years

FORTITUDE fundraiser to bring stars
and big entertainment to Fort Lauderdale

Police: Murder suspect knew
Wilton Manors victims

Courtesy, On Top Magazine

Peter Avsenew (above), the suspect in the
Wilton Manors Couple murder. 

Courtesy, dallasvoice.com
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FORT LAUDERDALE – As state budget
shortfalls continue, AIDS Healthcare
Foundation announced that it will pick up
some of  the cost of  providing Florida
patients with life-saving HIV drugs.
Florida recently put AIDS patients on a
waiting list for the AIDS Drug Assistance
Program, a federal/state program that
pays for AIDS drugs for low-income
Americans, due to the budget crisis.

According to AHF, it will, through its
pharmacy, supply up to $1 million in free
AIDS drugs to those who were taken out of
the state ADAP program and those on the
waiting list for drugs. As of  Dec. 10, there
were 2,396 Floridians on the state’s ADAP
waiting list.

“Through AHF’s offer to fill prescrip-
tions for medications to bridge supply
gaps for any displaced Florida ADAP
patients, we hope to help ease the state’s
AIDS drug crisis and get vulnerable
Florida AIDS patients off  waiting lists and
back on to lifesaving antiretroviral treat-
ment,” said Michael Weinstein, president
of  AIDS Healthcare Foundation.

The drugs will be dispensed at AHF’s
pharmacy locations or shipped for free to
those who need it.

AHF serves more than 15,000 people liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS in Florida alone,
including free HIV testing and prevention
programs; HIV/AIDS health care centers
in Fort Lauderdale, Miami and
Jacksonville; eight pharmacies through-
out the state; a disease management pro-
gram; and its Positive Healthcare
Managed Care program.H 

AFH to cover cost of drugs
for Florida AIDS patients

“Naked” at 
Dennis Dean Galleries 

WILTON MANORS – There will be a
memorial service to celebrate the life of
radio talk show host Neil Rogers on Friday,
Jan. 7 at the Center for Spiritual Living,
1550 NE 26th Street, Wilton Manors.
Afterwards, guests are invited to gather
for cocktails at the Manor Entertainment
Complex, 2345 Wilton Drive, also in Wilton
Manors. In lieu of  flowers, you are
requested to make a donation, in Neil’s
honor, to Abandoned Pet Rescue. Rogers,
who was 68, passed away Dec. 24 after suf-
fering a recent heart attack and stroke..H

Memorial Service set for
Neil Rogers 

Register for free 
fitness boot camp

WILTON MANORS – The work of
famed photographer Henning von Berg will
be on display at the Dennis Dean Galleries
in an exhibit titled, “Naked,” beginning
Saturday, Jan. 15. 

“The exhibition will showcase well-
known eye-catchers from 1997-2010,” said
von Berg. “Some very typical photos for
my style.”

Von Berg’s specialty is “character por-
traits” and “fine art nudes” photographed
in unique locations with natural light.
The former architect-turned-photogra-
pher likes to photograph his models in
beautiful architectural settings, many of
which are castles in old-world Europe. He
also works with both male and female
amateurs of  all ages. His oldest model is a
108-year-old woman.

One of  his very first photographs was
chosen to be featured in the 1999 reference
book, “Exposed – A Celebration of  the Male
Nude From 90 of  the World’s Greatest
Photographers.” He appeared with iconic
names Eadweard Muybridge, Robert
Mapplethorpe, Andy Warhol and Man Ray.
Von Berg quickly gained attention by his
social political statements with unusual
group shoots. In 1999, he organized “Naked
Berlin - The Liberal Capital,” the world’s
first and only male nude photo shoot inside
a German Parliament building. His favorite
subjects are aristocrats and prostitutes, dis-
abled people and athletes, common folks
and celebrities.

There will be a “Meet the Artist” recep-
tion on Saturday, Jan. 15 from 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. The Dennis Dean Gallery is located at
2440-B Wilton Drive (second floor above
New Moon Bar) in Wilton Manors.H

Courtesy, Dennis Dean

FORT LAUDERDALE – Brian Neal
Fitness is now accepting registrations for
the next Brian Neal Fitness 12-Week Boot
Camp. The Camp begins Jan. 10 and is free
to the public. For the past seven years, Neal
has been helping people of  all fitness levels
through his 12-week boot camps.

The Camp is limited to 50 participants
and there will be three, one-hour workout
sessions a week: Monday and Wednesday
from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Neal will be joined by
Ed Cook, a life fitness coach.

For further information or to register,
visit www.BrianNealFitness.com or call
(954) 816-0237.H 

Courtesy, Henning von Berg
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following Broward County murders still
remain unsolved:

Kevin Manning, age unknown
He was shot during an argument outside

his apartment in the 5900 block of  NW 19th
Street in Lauderhill on April 26. Police are
looking for Shawn Edwards, 32, of
Tamarac, who is a suspect.

Willie Charles Henry, 28
He was shot at Fort Lauderdale's Middle

River Terrace Park, 1350 NE Fifth Terrace,
on May 8.

Trevor Gordon, 42
The first murder case in Margate in

more than eight years, his body was found
inside his girlfriend's townhome in the 8000
block of  NW 10th Court on June 5.

Rene Dujarric, 23
His body was found in a Miramar lake in

the 2700 block of  SW 128th Avenue on July
6. Miramar police are looking for Pedro
"Peter" Isreal Ferrada as a person of  inter-
est in the killing.

Deanroy Miller, 26
He was shot in an alley behind Soba

Tasty Restaurant, 2542 N. State Road 7, in
Lauderdale Lakes on Aug. 7. A red or
maroon Dodge Charger was seen in the
area around the time of  the shooting,

Broward Sheriff's detectives said.

Alfred McMurray, 31
He was killed in his home in the 1300

block of  NE 34th Street in Oakland Park on
Aug. 30.

Dave Montney
The Christ Church Fort Lauderdale

member who often tried to help the home-
less was killed in his apartment in the 2400
block of  NE 10th Court in Pompano Beach
on Aug. 13.

Rhoan Pryce, 33
He was shot at a house party in the 6200

block of  NW 16th Street in Sunrise on Aug.
14. Police have identified Antwan Robert
Mais, 18, of  North Lauderdale, as a suspect. 

Kevin Walden, 21
Relatives found him dead in his car

parked at the Crystal Lake apartment com-
plex in the 4100 block of  NW 21st Avenue on
Oct. 27.

Gary McKenzie, 44
The flea market barber was slain in his

home in the 2800 block of  Huron Way on
Nov. 5.

Raymond Adderly Jr., 33
The aspiring rapper who performed as

“Nutzo” was shot in his Miramar home in
the 2400 block of  SW 83rd Avenue during a
home invasion robbery Dec. 14.  H

“Big Gay Sketch Show” and appears on
Comedy Central with her featured
stand-up, “Live at Gothan.”

“I am so excited to be involved in
Fortitude,” says Julie Goldman. “Not
just for the balmy Ft. Lauderdale weath-
er and gayness, but to be a part of  a
great organization working so hard to
do good within our community.”

The Sunday, Feb. 20 live music concert at
the War Memorial Auditorium in Holiday
Park will feature Taylor Dayne, Martha
Wash and special guest appearances for a
full night of  musical performances.

Martha Wash is the powerhouse
vocalist behind the classic, “Gonna
Make You Sweat (Everybody Dance
Now),” and has had many additional
No. 1 hits. Three-time Grammy Award
nominee Taylor Dayne has had 17 top 10
hits and has sold more than 75 million
albums and singles. 

“I have always been a huge advocate for
equality and gay rights,” says Dayne. “It is
really important to take things from a bigger
perspective. We have to reach out past our
own internal fears and find the tools and
strengths to get through the difficult situa-
tions. We just have to work through them.”

The creator of  FORTITUDE Weekend is
Nick De Biase of  Centaur Entertainment,
the largest LGBT record label. “The con-

cept arose when both of  my parents were
dying from cancer at the end of  2009,” De
Biase said.  “My mother, Lydia, was a very
giving person. Before she passed away, I
told her that I would establish a founda-
tion in her name as my last ‘gift’ to her —
to carry on her legacy of  giving and to
honor her memory.”  

De Biase said that his original concept
would be a fundraising concert, however,
after talking with Fort Lauderdale offi-
cials, he figured the concept should be
expanded into an entire weekend of
events. He says that the name FORTI-
TUDE was chosen for this weekend of
events because the word connotes
strength, heart, determination, will power,
courage, spirit and toughness — all words
that also define the LGBT community in
terms of  what they have to face and over-
come in life – and the “fort” doubles back
on the city Fort Lauderdale.

All the funds from FORTITUDE Weekend
are being directed back to the charities.

“We are expecting several thousand peo-
ple from all over the country to attend the
many different events for FORTITUDE
Weekend,” said Cindy Shaw, who is part of
the production team for FORTITUDE
Weekend. “FORTITUDE is about raising
money for worthy charities, but is also
about coming out as a community to
laugh, to play and to be entertained.  The
vision has always been one of  being a
weekend of  entertainment for women and
men, and we’re working to ensure that
everyone has a great time.”  H

Great talent featured
FORTITUDE continued from Page 1

MURDER RATES continued from Page 1

Broward murder rate lowest in 20 years
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NORFOLK, Va.. – Naval Capt. Owen
Honors, commander of  the USS
Enterprise, is under investigation by the
Navy for videos he made in 2006 and 2007
that contained anti-gay slurs, mimicked
masturbation and suggested shower
scenes by same-sex couples.

The videos, which the Navy is calling
“clearly inappropriate,” were shown on
the ship’s closed-circuit television system
as part of  an onboard movie night. During
one of  the videos, Honors, who is the star
of  the skits, begins by saying,  “This
evening, all of  you bleeding hearts … why
don’t you just go ahead and hug yourselves
for the next 20 minutes or so, because
there’s a really good chance you’re gonna
be offended.”

Navy Cmdr. Chris Sims said the videos
“were not acceptable then and are not
acceptable in today’s Navy,” and that exec-
utive officers and other leaders “are
charged to lead by example and are held
accountable for setting the proper tone
and upholding the standards of  honor,
courage and commitment that we expect
sailors to exemplify.”H 

LOS ANGELES, Calif. – Since Ricky
Martin made it fashionable to be gay and
having kids, another iconic singer has
decided to be a father. Sir Elton John and
his husband, David Furnish, are now the
parents of  7-pound, 15-ounce Zachary
Jackson Levon Furnish-John, born on
Christmas Day. The couple had the child
via a surrogate in California.

In 2009, John tried to adopt a 14-month
old, HIV-positive boy from the Ukraine but
the request was denied, with the former
USSR country citing that John was too old
and unmarried to adopt per its rules. John
is 62 years old and Furnish is 48. The cou-
ple has been together since 2005. This is
the first child for both of  them. 

“For many years we have talked about
fulfilling one of  our greatest wishes by
becoming parents,” said John. “And now
this wish has been granted to us, we feel so
blessed and lucky.”

John is British and one of  the most well-
known and well respected singers of  all
time with hits such as “I Guess That’s Why
They Call It the Blues,” “Candle In the
Wind,” and “Don’t Let the Sun Go Down
On Me.”

Furnish is a Canadian filmmaker and
producer most known for his documen-
tary, “Elton John: Tantrums & Tiaras.”
Furnish had been the one who wanted to
have children, but John had reservations
at first.

“David always wanted to adopt a child
and I always said ‘no’ because I am 62 and
I think because of  the traveling I do and
the life I have, maybe it wouldn’t be fair for
the child," John said.

The couple were god parents for six dif-
ferent children including: John Lennon’s
son, Sean; Elizabeth Hurley’s son,
Damien; and David and Victoria
Beckham’s sons Brooklyn and Romeo.H

Courtesy, http://4.bp.blogspot.com

Elton John & husband
adopt a baby

Uganda court: Media 
cannot ‘out’ gay Ugandans

KAMPALA, Uganda – Gays and les-
bians in Uganda have received a reprieve
from Uganda’s High Court in a ruling that
states that the media should not publish the
names and photos of  gay Ugandans.  follow-
ing a vitriolic campaign which urged citi-
zens to hang those featured.

Justice Kibuuka Musoke ordered

Capt. Owen Honors 

Navy to investigate 
officer’s anti-gay videos

Courtesy, Washington Examiner

news

PENSACOLA, Fla. – While on a trip
Naval Live Oaks National Park in
Pensacola, Fla., one elderly gentlemen
went a little too far trying to explore the
trail off  the beaten path.

Richard Laiko, 80, of  Lillian, Ala., was
arrested for indecent exposure, bribery
and resisting arrest without violence
when he inserted his penis through a
glory hole restroom and the person on the
other side happened to be a park ranger.

Laiko was immediately arrested and not
allowed to pull his pants up. The arresting
officer said that Laiko would not cooperate
with him, so he had to take him down to
the ground.

According to the officer, Laiko kept
repeatedly apologizing and asking if  he
could trade landscaping services for the
right to get out of  the arrest. 

According to the Naval Live Oaks
National Park Service, the bathrooms in
this particular area are a well-known spot
for “deviant acts.” They had had to repair
several glory holes created in the bath-
rooms in the past.H

80-year-old arrested for
using glory hole in Florida
National Park 

See NATIONAL NEWS on Page 6
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Uganda’s Rolling Stone magazine to pay
$650 in damages and court costs for each of
the three men who sued the magazine after
their names were listed in the magazine
last October. In all, 100 Ugandan’s were list-
ed, and some claim they were attacked after
being listed. Some of  the men’s names
appeared beneath a banner that read,
“Hang them.”

It is illegal to be homosexual in Uganda,
and the ill treatment of  gays in the country
has led to an outcry from gay and equal
rights groups.H

Thailand bans film about
transgender father

THAILAND – Although many tourists
go to Thailand to see the “Lady Boys,” a
film about a transgender father has been
rejected for public viewing by the coun-
try’s national film board.

The National Film Board said that the
movie, “Insects in the Backyard,” cannot
be shown because it contains scenes that
are immoral and pornographic.

“Insects in the Backyard” is a drama
about a transvestite and single father,
played by Tanwarin, whose teenage son
and daughter are torn by feelings of  love
and shame and eventually run away from
home and turn to the sex trade.

One of  the scenes that has come under
scrutiny shows an explicit depiction of
two men having sex. Director Tanwarin
Sukkhapisit said the scenes were crucial
to the story line and could not be cut. She
plans to appeal the ban.

“The problem with my film wasn’t that
it was a gay-themed movie, because there
are many gay comedies allowed in
Thailand,” Tanwarin said. “My movie was
banned because it was a serious movie. It
showed there can be real problems when
society cannot accept sexual differences.”

While the government is very conserva-
tive in its Buddhist beliefs, transgendered
individuals are allowed to live freer in the
country than almost anywhere else in the
world.  They appear on TV soap operas
and can be seen working at department
store cosmetics counters, popular restau-
rants and walking the runways in numer-
ous transgender beauty pageants. 

“Our society tries to show it accepts dif-
ferences, but actually it doesn’t,”
Tanwarin said. “Thailand is still a conser-
vative society. This is a case of  the govern-
ment using its power to suppress people
with different opinions.”H

Courtesy, The Film Journal

VICTORIA, Australia – Since 2007,
The Peel Hotel in Victoria, Australia
was allowed to ask patrons if  they are
gay or straight and refuse to let the
“breeders” enter the premises. But in a
new ruling by the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal, they are tak-
ing away The Peel’s exception to the
state’s Charter of  Human Rights. The
hotel must now let all patrons in.

The original point of  only allowing gay
males in was to protect the guests inside
from straight guys who want to cause trou-
ble, but the tribunal ruled that The Peel,
“must explain the nature of  the venue to
prospective patrons … and to permit them
to choose whether or not to enter.”

The pub can still bar those it believes
may threaten the safety or comfort of
patrons or the pub’s nature as a gay bar.

The owners of  The Peel did not
oppose the changes. No incidents at the
bar were reported over the New Year’s
Eve holiday.H

Australian gay strip bar 
can no longer ban straight 
people from entering 

Courtesy, QGuideThe Peel Hotel’s strip bar

Courtesy, QGuideThe Peel Hotel

NATIONAL NEWS continued from Page 5
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It’s no secret that LGBT rights advocates
had been pushing President Barack
Obama to move forward on equality legis-
lation during the first two years of  his
presidency. Before the repeal of  “Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell” last month, many felt the
president was dragging his feet on helping
the LGBT cause, but according to Equality
Giving, Obama’s administration has
accomplished more in 24 months than his
predecessors, President George W. Bush,
had done in eight years. Here is their list of
President Obama’s accomplishments:

FEDERAL LEGISLATION SIGNED  INT0 LAW

• Signed the Matthew Shepard and
James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention
Act, which expanded existing United
States federal hate crime law to include
crimes motivated by a victim’s actual or
perceived gender, sexual orientation, gen-
der identity, or disability – the first posi-
tive federal LGBT legislation in the
nation’s history.

• Signed repeal of  “Don’t Ask, Don't
Tell.”

• Signed the Ryan White HIV/AIDS
Treatment Extension Act.

POLICIES CHANGED

• Reversed an inexcusable U.S. position
by signing the United Nations Declaration
on Sexual Orientation and Gender
Identity.

• Extended benefits to same-sex partners
of  federal employees in 2009 and, further,
in 2010.

• Lifted the HIV Entry Ban effective
January 2010.

• Issued diplomatic passports, and pro-
vided other benefits, to the partners of
same-sex foreign-service employees.

• Committed to ensuring that HUD’s
core housing programs are open to all,
regardless of  sexual orientation or gender
identity. 

• Conceived a National Resource Center
for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender Elders – the nation's first
ever – funded by a three-year HHS grant to
SAG.

• Banned job discrimination based on
gender identity throughout the Federal
government (the nation’s largest employ-
er).

• Eliminated the discriminatory Census
Bureau policy that kept our relationships
from being counted, encouraging couples
who consider themselves married to file
that way, even if  their state of  residence
does not yet permit legal marriage.

•Instructed HHS to require any hospital
receiving Medicare or Medicaid funds
(virtually all hospitals) to allow LGBT vis-
itation rights.

• Required all grant applicants seeking
HUD funding to comply with state and
local anti-discrimination laws that protect
LGBT individuals.

• Adopted transgender recommenda-
tions on the issuance of  gender-appropri-
ate passports that will ease barriers to safe
travel and that will provide government-
issued ID that avoids involuntary “outing”
in situations requiring ID, like hiring,
where a gender-appropriate driver’s
license or birth certificate is not available.

• Extended domestic violence protec-
tions to LGBT victims.

• Extended the Family and Medical
Leave Act to cover employees taking
unpaid leave to care for the children of
same-sex partners.

• Issued guidance specifically to assist
LGBT tenants denied housing on the basis
of  sexual orientation or gender identity.

• Issued a National HIV/AIDS Strategy
praised as “long-overdue” by the Task
Force, Lambda and others.

• Issued guidance to 15,000 local depart-
ments of  education and 5,000 colleges to
support educators in combating bullying.

• Cut back authority to discharge under
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” from hundreds of
generals to just six civilian appointees,
effectively ending discharges while work-
ing toward a permanent end to the policy.

• Led the fight that reversed a 2010
United Nations vote removing sexual ori-
entation from the list of  things people
should not be killed for. 

RESPECT & INCLUSION

• Endorsed the Baldwin-Lieberman bill,
The Domestic Partnership Benefits and
Obligations Act of  2009, to provide full
partnership benefits to federal employees.

• Released the first Presidential PRIDE
proclamations since 2000.

• Hosted the first LGBT Pride Month
Celebration in White House history.

• Awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom to Harvey Milk and Billie Jean
King, joining past recipients such as Rosa
Parks.

• Appointed the first-ever transgender
DNC member.

• Testified in favor of  ENDA, the first
time any official of  any administration
has testified in the Senate on ENDA.

• Hired more openly LGBT officials in
its first two years – more than 150, includ-
ing more than 20 “Senate-confirmables” –
than any previous administration hired in
four years or eight.

• Swore in Ambassador David Huebner.
• Changed the culture of  government

everywhere from – among others – HUD
and HHS to the Export-Import Bank, the
State Department and the Department of
Education.

• Appointed Justices Sonia Sotomayor
and Elena Kagan, instead of  conservatives
who would have tilted the Supreme Court
even further to the right and virtually
doomed our rights for a generation. 

• Named open transgender appointees
(the first president ever to do so).

• Emphasized LGBT inclusion in every-
thing from the president’s historic NAACP
address to the first paragraph of  his

Family Day proclamation; created the
chance for an adorable 10-year-old at the
White House Easter Egg roll to tell ABC
World News how cool it is to have two
mommies; included the chair of  the
National Gay and Lesbian Chamber of
Commerce along with the secretary of  the
U.S. Treasury Department and the presi-
dent of  Goldman Sachs in the small audi-
ence for the President’s economic address
at the New York Stock Exchange; and wel-
comed four gay couples to its first State
Dinner.

• Recommitted, in a televised address, to
passing ENDA . . . repealing “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell”  . . . repealing the so-called
Defense of  Marriage Act.

• Spoke out against discrimination at
the National Prayer Breakfast. 

• Dispatched the secretary of  the U.S.
Department of  Defense and the chairman
of  the Joint Chiefs of  Staff  to call on the
Senate to repeal “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”

• Launched a website to gather public
comment on first-ever federal LGBT hous-
ing discrimination study.

• Appointed long-time equality champi-
on Chai Feldblum one of  the four commis-
sioners of  the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission.

• Produced U.S. Census Bureau PSAs
featuring gay, lesbian, and transgender
spokespersons

• Appointed Retired Col. Margarethe
Cammermeyer, an early public champion
of  open service in the military, to the
Defense Advisory Committee on Women
in the Services.

• Publicly invited the shunned
Mississippi high school prom student to
the White House.

• Successfully fought for U.N. accredita-
tion of  IGLHRC (the International Gay &
Lesbian Human Rights Commission) –
against Republican attempts to block it.

• Convened the first-ever anti-bullying
summit to craft a national strategy to
reduce bullying in schools.

• Launched a new website, www.bul-
lyinginfo.org, to bring all the federal
resources on bullying together in one
place for the first time.

• Awarded $13.3 million to the Los
Angeles Gay & Lesbian Center to create a
model program for LGBTQ youth in the
foster care system.

• Tweeted to 5.7 million BarackObama
followers and nearly 2 million White
House followers the president’s “It Gets
Better” video.

• Embraced that campaign with heart-
felt messages from, as well, the vice presi-
dent, the secretary of  state, secretary of
agriculture (aimed particularly at rural
youth), secretaries of  education and
health & human services, secretary of
labor (in English and Spanish), director of
OPM and LGBT members of  the White
House staff.

• Issued a Department of  Justice video
urging kids to call a Justice Department
toll-free number if  their school is aware of
bullying but taking no action.H

Obama surpasses Bush in 
accomplishments for LGBT rights FOUNDER MULTIMEDIA PLATFORMS
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Everyone gets a chuckle out of  saying,
“He’s going through a mid-life crisis,” as if  it
is some childish phase creating an excuse for
extra-marital affairs, buying a Harley and
bungee jumping. The fact is midlife course-
correction is an integral part of  adult indi-
viduation, the process of  becoming a com-
plete and wholly unique individual. 

Behavioral scientists understand that,
while individuation is a lifelong process,
there are three major phases of  individu-
ation. The first occurs at 18 to 24 months
of  life when the infant-toddler begins to
move away from the mother and under-
stands that mother is still available even
when not visible. 

The second phase occurs in adolescence
characterized by a movement away from
home and the family of  origin. This phase
paves the way for the young adult to estab-
lish his/her own home, partner and family,
and career. The final phase is the so-called
mid-life crisis. This period is not so much a
crisis as an opportunity, but it can be cata-
strophic for those who are close to the mid-
dle-aged person going through “the change.” 

The midlife experience in our social struc-
ture today usually takes place between 40
and 50 but can be as early as 35 or as late as
55. The period is characterized by a re-evalu-
ation of  the life decisions made as a teenager
or in the 20’s during the adolescent individu-
ation phase. By mid-life there is often a real-
ization through life experience that those
early decisions were made for external rea-
sons rather than internal drive. 

The decisions regarding career, home
and even life partner are often made to sat-
isfy parental, church and/or societal
expectation or those of  other persons of
influence. For example, a gay person may
choose to marry someone of  the opposite
sex because that is the expectation of  par-
ents and the society-at-large. 

The realization that one is entrenched in a
life that does not allow for full individual
expression of  self  can be very frightening
and confusing. There comes a tipping point
at which time the individual realizes that to
grow into him/her-self, change will be neces-
sary. This is the “crisis” as we have come to
understand it. 

Discovery that a relationship is not work-
ing after 15 years despite its comfort, realiz-

ing that the lucrative career brings no pas-
sionate joy, and/or looking around at one’s
environment to see that it does not reflect the
person one has become (or wishes to be) can
be devastating. 

Many folks choose to go into therapy at
this time as a tool for sorting out the feelings
of  confusion, loss and fear. Driven by a will
to thrive not merely survive, many will risk
everything and choose to change all aspects
of  life in an effort to come to terms with the
self. Others will choose to stay at the job or in
the marriage and attempt to bring more of
themselves into their current situation. 

Still, others will simply accept stagnation
often living in despair and depression fre-
quently accompanied by substance and/or
alcohol abuse. The argument is made that
leaving a relationship or job or other situa-
tion is unfair and selfish, adversely affecting
other people’s lives. There is no question the
result can be traumatic to friends, partners,
family, co-workers and others of  signifi-
cance, hence the term “crisis.” 

An important question to ask is how fair
is it to these same people for the unfulfilled
individual to stay with the status quo and
live with regret and resentment? I often ask

clients struggling with coming out in mid-
life and struggling with the prospect of  

leaving their families, what advice they
would give their own children should they be
facing this same dilemma? And what exam-
ple would they like to set for their children?
Would they like to see their children follow
their hearts, be fully themselves, live their
passions and go after their dreams or would
it be better for them to stay in relationships
or careers or some other life situations that
are not working and not allowing them to be
all they can be? 

The question arises: do all mid-lifers go
through a crisis? It appears most adults who
have met the basic needs of  life (i.e., food,
clothing, shelter, health care) find them-
selves asking if  life is all it can be. Often pre-
cipitated by seeing others live out a dream,
surviving the death of  a loved one or losing a
job or relationship, mid-lifers may ask the
questions: Is this all there is for me? Have I
made my life all it can be? Do I live my life
honestly and completely in alignment with
an authentic sense of  self ? 

Many, if  not most of  us, push aside any
thoughts of  change, realizing the risks, fear-
ing the response of  others, putting the needs
of  others first or simply feeling comfort is
more important than entering the unknown
world of  possible self-actualization. 

Whatever the life choice, it must be
respected and honored as the path of  unique
choosing for each individual.

For more information, visit www.doctor-
leight.com.H

Mid-Life Crisis
By ARLEN KEITH LEIGHT, PH.D.       

opinion 
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I really need sex. Yes, I’ve been trying
this celibacy bit for the last nine months,
but I’m going to be the first to admit – it
sucks, and not in a good way. It sucks to the
point where I can’t get the word “sex” out of
my head – literally. I turn everything into a
sexual innuendo, to the point where last
week, when a friend said his Christmas
tree was dying and “sucks,” I suggested he
drill a hole in the bark and take full advan-
tage of  it. 

Yes, I’m that guy. I don’t feel cleansed. In
fact, I feel dirtier than ever. And that’s not a
good place to be when you have to go to
work and be professional. So daily, I sit in
front of  a computer, typing this and that
while thinking about love in the key of  get-
ting on my knees.

To add insult to injury, I’m dating my ex-
partner, and it’s going really well, except I
told him I don’t want to have sex, because I
don’t want to rush and complicate things. I
want him to put up a fight. Yes, I really
want him to tease me, because I’m pursuing
him this time. Therefore, when he pulls
away, I have to pretend I’m ok with it. I have
to smile pretty for the camera, even though
I’m suffering from hot flashes of  anger,
resulting in two bar fights in the last
month. Yes, two weeks ago, I was literally
carried out of  a nightclub by the neck for
telling off  some Jersey Shore asshole. And
before that, I made a drag queen cry, telling
him I was going to rip his face off  for call-
ing my friend a whore. But honestly, I’m
usually a sweet guy. What’s wrong with me?

“Your body is detoxing. You just need to
breathe,” my friend Jon tells me.

“But I’m horny!” I cry. “What am I going
to do?”

“Are you masturbating?” 
“Um, yeah, readily.”
“But are you doing it right?”
“Is there a wrong way?”
Apparently so. It seems I had been mis-

led. Jon tells me that masturbating should
be more like a cleansing of  the soul and
that I have to make it more of  an “experi-
ence.” I mean, burying my face in my
boyfriend’s dirty briefs and jacking off  –
that’s so primitive. According to Rob, I’m
supposed to light tea candles, gather herbs,
set the night to music, touch my dick (just a
smidge), and then turn myself  down.

“Huh?”
“You know, tease yourself. Don’t give in.

That’s your problem. You’re making it too
easy.”

“Wait. Let me get this right. I’m supposed
to cock-block myself ?”

“Exactly,” Jon says, becoming my confi-
dante regarding the fine art of  abstinence.
And I find his stance a nice change, when
most of  my other friends feel I need to shut
up and “fuck my way to happy.” And oh,

how they love to rub the wound, texting me
about their awesome sex lives on a daily
basis. “Oh, I got nailed.” “Oh, he was so
big.” “Oh, my butt hurts.” “Oh, I got it sev-
eral times today.”

Thank God Jon is able to ground me,
helping me understand there’s more to life
than sex, that we’re spiritual beings having
a human experience. Well, until the holi-
days hit. 

“You’d be so proud of  me. I haven’t
spanked all week,” I inform him.

“God, I wish I had your willpower,” he
replies.

“What? You gave in?”
“Yeah, I had a moment of  weakness.” 
It appears, while home for New Year’s

Eve, he found an intriguing Bear-4-Bear
porn site and got naked at the stroke of  mid-
night on his mom’s computer. Initially, he
thought the entire affair would remain a
secret, except his mom had spyware
installed on the computer, which transmits
all of  the Internet data to her pastor who,
serving as her marriage counselor, oversees
all web activity because her boyfriend has a
cyber porn problem. Hence now, the pastor
thinks her boyfriend is gay, which might be
the root of  their problem altogether.

“My mom’s livid!” Jon exclaims.
“Why? Because her pastor has an issue

with her boyfriend being queer? Big deal.
Aren’t most pastors gay anyway?”

“NO. That’s priests!” he snaps. 
And now, he’s back to college, and I’m

back to the drawing board, getting a hard-
on every time my boyfriend comes within
five feet of  me. It’s pathetic, really. I can’t
touch myself. I can’t touch him. Who am I
supposed to touch?   

“What’s the matter? You’re acting crazy,”
my boyfriend exclaims later that night
when I freak out over the fact he’s not recip-
rocating my advances.

“I need passion,” I say, gathering my
keys and heading out the door. “I can’t
wait anymore. I don’t want us to become
one of  those sexless couples who beat off
on the Internet.”

“Huh? Why would we become that?” he
asks. Meanwhile, I’m jogging down the
driveway, rattling my keys. “Hold on,” he
calls. “I don’t get it. One minute you want
sex. The next minute you don’t. What do
you WANT?”  

And breathless, I turn and stare at him
silently, unsure of  what to say. There are so
many things I want, really. To feel safe, to
feel beautiful, to feel loved, and I’m placing
all that on him, because as my boyfriend,
he’s the one who’s supposed to provide me
that. I don’t look for it from outside forces,
and it’s hard to find it inside myself  when
I’m consumed with making him happy. So
to answer his question, plain and simple, I
tell him, honestly, that I want to stop think-
ing about having sex with him so I can
focus on loving myself.H

The Dating Diet:
You and your hand
By ANTHONY PAULL       

opinion 
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Some of  you may remember watching
roller derby on TV, which, as you know,
was all scripted for sports entertainment.
The women of  the Gold Coast Derby Grrls
(GCDG) skate under the sanctions of  the
Women’s Flat Track Derby Association
(WFTDA). They skate under a governing
body and are a legitimate sport much like
the NFL or NBA. The GCDG are in their
apprentice stage with WFTDA, meaning
that they have to show that they can meet
the WFTDA national standards when hav-
ing a bout, have sanctioned bouts, provide
all paperwork required and show the
sports womanship that is desired by the
Association. By doing so they will be
allowed to officially join WFTDA and be
eligible to become nationally ranked. The
biggest thing they have to prove is that
they can put on bouts the same way other
teams in the Association can. Their last
bout on Dec.11 saw the GCDG take on the
Garden State Rollergirls.

Joining them for practice last Thursday,
the GCDG gave the Agenda and insider’s
look at what it takes and what it means to
be a Derby Grrl. The new Grrls to the team
have to go through several phases. First is
Fresh Meat, where they learn the basics of
skating and falling on the hardwood.
Second is Rotten Meat, where the Grrls
learn how to hit and the more strategic

side and the game play of  flat track derby.
When the ladies are in those two stages
they are called by their given names. Grrls
who’ve earned their stripes get to choose
their derby name and number.  Two of  the
founding members have the two most
interesting names: Carnivorous Licks and
Freek-A-Rella. When asked what made
them want to bring derby to South
Florida, Licks said, “Freek and I have
been here since 2007, almost four years
now, and when a former member had a
‘Rally the Rollers,’ I was behind it 100 per-

cent.” And as Licks said, four years later
and the GCDG is going strong. 

As said before, the GCDG are in the pro-
bationary phase with WFTDA. Their last
bout before they become full members is
on Jan. 8 versus the Tampa Tantrums.
Unfortunately, due to a scheduling con-
flict, the bout will be closed to the public.
But not to worry, the GCDG will be in
action Feb. 12 facing Charlotte at the Fort
Lauderdale War Memorial Auditorium in
Holiday Park. North Carolina seems a
long way to travel for a derby bout, but

“they can come as far as they want for an
ass-whooping, we don’t care,” says Freek.
“If  they want, we’ll go there too”. To
warm up for the February bout, the GCDG
will be hosting a Jell-O wrestling event at
Churchills Pub, located at 5501 NE Second
Ave., in Miami. 

Not only do the Grrls want to promote
their sport and grow their league, but they
strive to promote giving back to their com-
munity as well. Their last bout in
December was a fundraiser for Toys for
Tots. The morning before the bout they
also had a motorcycle run to benefit Toys
for Tots and the week before there was
another Jell-O wrestling event at Boston
Johnny’s in Hollywood. The ladies also
supported HIV awareness and other
notable causes by skating in last year’s
AIDS Walk, animal welfare and women’s
empowerment projects.

The 2011 schedule for the GCDG is
packed with bouts with in state and out of
state opponents. Tickets for the upcoming
bout in February can be purchased
through Ticketmaster and by visiting
www.goldcoastderbygrrls.com. For any-
one interested in joining, there is an ori-
entation on Feb. 6 at Gold Coast Roller
Rink, located at 2604 S. Federal Highway,
in Fort Lauderdale. Be sure to check out
the CGDG’s website for a complete bout
schedule and information on sponsoring
the Grrls.H

Local Derby Grrls league is more than chicks on skates

Courtesy, Gold Coast Derby Grrls

sports

By RYAN DIXON      
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jean’s kitchen

In early times, peas were grown most-
ly for their dry seeds. In modern times,
however, peas are usually boiled or
steamed, which breaks down the cell
walls and makes the taste sweeter and
the nutrients more bio-available. Along
with broad beans and lentils, these
formed an important part of  the diet of
most people in the Middle East, North
Africa and Europe during the Middle
Ages. 

By the 17th and 18th centuries it had
become popular to eat peas “green,” that
is, while they are immature and right
after they are picked. This was especial-
ly true in France and England, where the
eating of  green peas was said to be “both
a fashion and a madness.” The populari-
ty of  green peas spread to North
America. Thomas Jefferson grew more
than 30 cultivars of  peas on his estate.
With the invention of  canning and freez-
ing of  foods, green peas became available
year-round, and not just in the spring as
before.

INGREDIENTS –
2 lbs fresh or frozen garden peas
A good dash of  olive oil

1 pint chicken stock
1 cup heavy cream
Smoked bacon
6 mint leaves

Heat up the olive oil in a pot. Add the
peas and sweat them off, covered, for six
minutes (save a good cup full for the gar-
nish). Then, add the chicken stock and
the cream, season and simmer for about
10 minutes. Blend and allow to cool a lit-
tle before putting it into the refrigerator.

Pan fry or microwave the smoked
bacon until it’s crispy. Set that aside on
some kitchen paper. “Blanch” the rest of
the peas (put them in a pot of  boiling
water for 15 seconds and then put them
in a bowl of  ice and cold water.) Finally,
strain them when they are cold.

Just before serving, whiz your iced
cold cream of  pea for a minute or so in
your food processor and pour in into six
martini glasses. Then, garnish with the
blanched peas, crispy bacon and the fine-
ly chopped mint leaves.

This recipe offers a nice mixture of
texture and taste. The velvety texture of
the cream of  pea soup, the crispy smoked
bacon and the crunch of  the whole peas
give this soup a strong personality. It also
looks so sexy in that martini glass!H

By JEAN DOHERTY/LE PATIO 

Iced Cream of Spring Pea Soup

Courtesy, Le Patio

recipe
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Fort
Lauderdale Miami

‘DISCO & ATOMIC WAR’
AT CINEMA PARADISO
Winner of  the Best Documentary
prize at the 2009 Warsaw
International Film Festival, this
witty, charming, and provocative
film recounts how in the mid ’80s,
the nation of  Estonia still lay firmly
in the grip of  the Soviet Union, and
the repressive authorities controlled
virtually all aspects of  Estonian life.
The totalitarian government’s power
was derived in no small part from
their ability to censor cultural life
and keep Western culture on the
other side of  the border. See the
films on Friday, Jan. 7 at 6 p.m.;
Sunday, Jan. 9 at 7 p.m.; and
Saturday, Jan. 15 at 4:30 p.m.
Cinema Paradiso is located at 503
SE Sixth St., Fort Lauderdale. Call
(954) 525-FILM.H

THE DEPOT BENEFIT
The Depot Cabana Bar & Grill is
hosting a poolside benefit for one of
its patrons on Saturday, Jan. 8 from 1
p.m. to 5p.m. The Benefit is to assist
in sending John Marieh to Mr.
State of  Florida Continental 2011.
There will be entertainers, live music
and performances as well as an
underwear auction. Come out and
show your support for one of  South
Florida’s premier entertainers. The
Depot is located at 2935 N. Federal
Highway, Fort Lauderdale. For more
information, call (954) 537-7076.H

TERI WILSON TO PERFORMS AT THE
TORCH CLUB IN WILTON MANORS
Jazz & Blues Singer Teri Wilson
takes the stage at 9 p.m. every
Wednesday and Thursday begin-
ning Jan. 12 at The Torch Club,
2155 N. Dixie Highway, Wilton
Manors.  9:00pm starting January
12th. Wilson has been a South
Florida favorite for many years and
is best known for her dynamic
vocals and electric performances.
Admission is $10. For more informa-
tion, call (954) 588-5001.H

ARTSUNITED PRESENTS THE
AWARD-WINNING WORK 
OF CHERYL TURNER  
ArtsUnited is hosting a reception
for artist Cheryl Turner on
Monday, Jan. 10 from 6:30 p.m. to 8
p.m. at the George Hester Gallery
of  the Stonewall Library &
Archives, 1300 E. Sunrise Blvd.,
Fort Lauderdale. A new exhibit of
her work will be on display in the
gallery from Jan. 10 – Feb. 5.
Turner received the Best in Show
award at the 2010 Art Explosion
show.  For more information,
please visit
www.artsunitedonline.org or call
(305) 281-0556.H  

MIAMI INTERNATIONAL ART FAIR
It’s time for the Miami International
Art Fair (MIA) in Miami Beach, Jan.
13-17, 2011 at the Miami Beach
Convention Center, Hall D, 1901
Convention Center Drive. Come expe-
rience America’s most exciting mid-
winter contemporary art fair. MIA
will be an inaugurating, intriguing
and unique new model this year, com-
bining a highly selective art fair with
a strong, central curatorial vision, in
addition to independently curated
projects. The fair will host prestigious
international dealers featuring con-
temporary, emerging, conceptual, and
modern art including photography,
installations, performance, and video. 
Highlighting MIA in 2011 is the spe-
cial installation Museum of  Modern
Ice, bringing Canadian artist Gordon
Halloran’s dazzling paintings in ice to
sunny South Florida for the first time.
MIA features contemporary art of  all
media, including photography, instal-
lations and video. An array of  vibrant
social activities attract collectors from
throughout the US, Latin America
and Europe. Tickets are $50 in
advance and $75 at the door. For more
information, call (239) 949 5411.H

‘OY VEY! MY SON IS GAY!’ OPENS JAN. 7
Lainie Kazan, Bruce Vilanch, Jai
Rodriguez and  Carmen Electra star
in this hilarious romantic comedy
with a message of  love, acceptance
and laughter.
“Oy Vey! My Son Is Gay!” is the
story of  the Hirsch’s, a Jewish family
living in the North Shore of  Long
Island, where every Friday night
Shirley Hirsch invites another “per-
fect” girl for Shabbat dinner in hopes
that her son, Nelson, will marry a
nice Jewish girl. When Shirley and
Martin once again set him up on a
date, Nelson reveals that he is already
seeing someone. Shirley and Martin
are thrilled and can’t wait to meet the
lucky lady.
Opening Jan. 7 in South Beach, North
Miami, Aventura, Boca Raton and
Delray. For more information, visit
www.oyveymovie.com.H

MDGLCC NETWORKING EVENT
Sandpipers Networking Event–
Beach Location – Jan. 12. The
Miami-Dade Gay & Lesbian
Chamber of  Commerce presents its
monthly networking program held
on the middle Wednesday of  each
month at 5 p.m. at Angler’s Resort
Hotel, 660 Washington Ave., Miami
Beach. There will be a cocktail net-
working event and business card
exchange with drawing for prizes.
Cash bar and free hors d’oeuvres;
limited to 50 people.  Free admission.
RSVP by calling (305) 673-4440 or e-
mail mdglcc@bellsouth.net.H

out in florida
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KEEP THE PARTY GOING
Revolution nightclub’s resolution
for the new year is to keep the party
going, at least until Thursday, Jan. 6
from 10 p.m. to 3 a.m. Blaze Adonis
along with Revolution presents
“Celebrity Rehab: F*ck New Year’s
Recover, Keep the Party Going.” No
cover ‘til 11 p.m. for those 21+, no
cover ‘til midnight with college or
theme park employee I.D. Free drinks
from 11 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. DJ Joanie
on the decks in the main room drop-
ping the hottest beats. Revolution is
located at 375 S. Bumby Ave., down-
town Orlando.H

CAZWELL LIVE AT 
THE PARLIAMENT HOUSE
See Cazwell live in concert on
Saturday, Jan. 15 at 1 a.m. His hits
include “Seen Beyonce at Burger
King,” “Tonight,” “Watch My
Mouth” and “Ice Cream Truck.” A
great night, don’t miss it. Parliament
House is located at 410 N. Orange
Blossom Trail, Orlando.H

K.I.S.S. 
Saturday, Jan. 15 from 10 p.m. to 4 a.m.
Revolution’s own DJ Infinite in the
Hydrate Video Bar spinning hip-hop
and R&B. DJ Pat Pat from South
Beach taking over the dance floor
with Top 40, house and dance. Special
guest DJ Joey Paranoia from
Raxxy’s Takeover bringing the
hottest House, Electro on the patio.
21+ free before 11 p.m., $5 after.
Shuttle from UCF Arena –  $10
includes admission. Revolution is
located at 375 S. Bumby Ave., down-
town Orlando.H

CHAMPAGNE & CHOCOLATE PARTY
On Sunday, Jan. 9 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
at the Jewish Community Center,
Jack & Lee Rosen Southwest
Orlando Campus, 11184 S. Apopka-
Vineland Road, Orlando. Join them
for complimentary chocolates and
champagne as they celebrate the
JCC’s new schedule of  adult educa-
tion classes, free with JCC member-
ship or just $10/class for non-mem-
bers. Meet the instructors, make new
friends and indulge in decadence.
Free babysitting is available when
you call for a reservation. For more
information, contact Bonnie
Rayman at (407) 387-5330 or bon-
nier@orlandojcc.org.H

BOXERS VS. BRIEFS
Third annual Boxers vs. Briefs at
Revolution, 375 S. Bumby Ave., down-
town Orlando, on Thursay, Jan. 20
from 10 p.m. to 3:30 a.m  No cover ‘til
11 p.m. for those 21+, no cover ‘til mid-
night with college or theme park
employee I.D. Free drinks from 11 p.m.
to 11:30 p.m. Showtime at midnight.H

KATE SHINDLE LIVE
Broadway/TV/film actress and AIDS
activist Kate Shindle will perform for a
Francis House benefit. Shindle is cur-
rently starring as the Mad Hatter in
“Wonderland” coming to the David A.
Straz Theater. Friday, Jan. 7 from 11
pm. to 2 a.m. at Steam Fridays and
Tease Saturdays at The Honey Pot,
1507 E. Seventh Ave., Ybor City.H

CIRQUE TUESDAYS
Once again, the Flamingo Resort
is bringing a whole new event to St.
Petersburg as they proudly present
Cirque. Starting Jan. 11 (10 p.m. to 4
a.m.) and continuing every Tuesday
to follow, experience a whole new
Flamingo for 18 and over. DJ Elix
will be spinning the best music.
They are putting on a whole new
experience that will make the club
kids of  New York scream with
envy. There will be special events
and Conun Drum hosting the show.
Be ready to experience a night that
will leave you craving for more. The
Flamingo Resort is located at 4601
34th St. S., St. Pete.H

OF MONTREAL WITH KID SISTER
Of  Montreal with Kid Sister will
be at The Ritz Ybor, Saturday,
Jan. 15 from 8 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. It
has been said that an original artist
is not a person who emulates no
one, but rather is somebody that no
one can emulate. Over the last 15
years, Of  Montreal has imitated
everyone (86 covers and counting)
while developing its own inimitable
sound — a unique mixture of  indie-
pop, glam-rock, funk and R&B. The
performance will be at The Ritz
Ybor, 1503 E. Seventh Ave., Ybor
City.H

EL GANCHO
The main event of  Gancho Tampa
Gasparilla Weekend featuring DJ
Abel, is the El Gancho Party on
Saturday, Jan. 29 from 10 p.m. to 3
a.m. at the historic Ritz Ybor
Theater. An amalgam of  heavy
tribal beats and diva anthems, spec-
tacular lighting and eccentric per-
formances will make this circuit
event unlike anything Tampa has
ever seen. For tickets and more info
about other Gancho Weekend
events, visit
www.ganchotampa.com. A portion
of  proceeds will benefit Metro
Wellness & Community Centers.
First 100 tickets sold are only $35,
after that prices go up to $45; $55 at
the door. Purchase tickets directly
from the Ritz Ybor box office by
(813) 247-2555 to avoid Ticketmaster
fees. VIP floor is $125 and VIP bal-
cony is $150, both include bottle
service and private seating area.H
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ACCOMMODATIONS

OAKLAND PARK Resort-like setting.  3BR/2BA house
w/pool, spa, tiki bar.  Large BR, share BA w/1 guy.  House priv-
ileges.  Must like dogs.  $650/mo includes utilities. No
drunks/drugs.  1st, last, 1/2 mo sec. Ref required.  (954) 980-
1123

RENTAL - FT. LAUDERDALE

ROOMMATE

EAST FORT LAUDERDALE/LAKERIDGE Renovated
1BR/1BA.  Fenced house, private deck, W/D, new kitchen,
vaulted ceilings, CAC, Water, electric, and basic cable includ-
ed.  F/S required.  $1100/Mo.  Also available, Large efficiency,
$750/Mo.  No pets.  Near Publix and Wallgreens.  (954) 554-
5095

FREE FORECLOSURE DEFENSE ADVICE! We offer a
free consultation to discuss your particular situation.  Do
not wait; you can do something about the pressure.  We
have answers.  Call for no obligation meeting.  Financial
Rescue, Inc 954-566-1228 info@financialrescueinfo.com

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

EAST FORT LAUDERDALE - LARGE TOWNHOME WITH
POOL Beautiful two bedroom townhome in quiet 5-plex, 5
minutes to beach & I-95. Large, sit in kitchen with center
island, central a/c, ceiling fans, washer/dryer in unit, dish-
washer & more. Small pets ok. Great neighbors and neighbor-
hood. Master bedroom has walk-in closet & sliding glass
doors to private balcony. $1,225/mo. Call Rick at (954) 253-
1929. Photos at www.yourperfectapartment.com

MIDDLE RIVER TER. CONDO-QUALITY Gigantic 1BR/1BA:
$910/mo.  C/Air, Open Granite Kitchen w/bar, D/W, Ice-maker,
Designer Bath, Must see!  1 yr lease, F/S. Call (954) 448-
9811.

SPACIOUS ROOM FOR RENT IN BEAUTIFUL PALM AIRE
COUNTRY CLUB IN POMPANO BEACH Fort Lauderdale
Line.  $700 includes utilities, cable TV in room, and wireless
internet.  Minutes from everything.  Private Bedroom and
bath.  Condo is 2000 square feet and overlooks the golf
course with great balcony views.  Includes use of pool and all
common areas.  I am drug free and professional.  Please be
the same.  No pets allowed.  Call me at (203) 232-7005 or
email me at cbert30@aol.com. 

TIRED OF LOOKING?  WE’LL DO IT FOR YOU! No
cost, No hassle.  Hundreds of Fort Lauderdale / Wilton
Manors rental properties to choose from and we do the
work finding the right one for you.  Call Randy at Eastside
Realty Group, (954) 599-9437

MIDDLE RIVER & LAKERIDGE  1st month is FREE.
1BR/1BA,  $690/mo. or $175/Wk. or 2BR/2BA, $875/mo. or
$225/wk. Efficiency $620/Mo. or $155/Wk.  with a 6 or 12
month lease.  Pay your deposit and you are in. *Details.  (954)
527-9225

EAST FT LAUDERDALE/WILTON MANORS. Large, quiet 2-
bedroom unit.  Totally renovated with Italian porcelain tile,
blue pearl granite & stainless kitchen, double oven, stunning
black granite on 48 inch Thomasville vanity and linen closet
inside oversized bath. Sit-in dining room, central a/c, ceiling
fans, D/W, washer/dryer in unit, private patio & more.
Charming, beautifully landscaped 5-plex close to beach & 1
minute to Wilton Dr. Photos at
www.yourperfectapartment.com.  $1,250/mo. Call Rick: (954)
253-1929.

WILTON MANORS JUST BLOCKS FROM WILTON DRIVE
Beautiful 2BR/1BA apartment on the Middle River across from
nature preserve.  Eat in kitchen, large living room, central A/C,
$975/mo F/L/S.  Yearly lease (954) 288-6749  

WILTON MANORS 2BR/1BA garden apartment with private
backyard & patio.  CAC, W/D, all updated. 1 mile from Alibi.
Pets ok.  $950/mo.  (954) 610-3310

ROYAL PARK Near Wilton Manors 1BR/1.5BA, $825 -
$900/mo.  2BR/2BA, $950 - $1100,/mo.  Gated security,
Clubhouse, Pools, Gym, Sauna and Steam room.  Pets OK.
Cable / Water / Trash included.  Call Naim Naqi, Broker / SFG
Realtors (954) 574-6047

WILTON MANORS EFFICIENCY Located near 7th Avenue &
Wilton Drive.  (By the Shoppes of Wilton Manors)  A/C, ceiling
fans, terrazzo & tile floors, laundry room with washer & dryer.
Screened in patio & pool.  Off street parking.  Utilities, electric,
& water included.  (954) 563-4442

PERFECT RELOCATION RENTALS-FROM $295/WEEK.
For 4 Week + Stays through December.  Beautiful Studio, 1 &
2 BR  Apts. Turn key, fully furnished    & equipped, clothing
optional pool, laundry, parking.  Close to Gay & Nude
Beaches. Pets Welcome. Incl. utilities, cable, tel.,  Wi-Fi
Internet. (954) 927-0090 or visit www.LibertySuites.com

RENTAL/FURNISHED HOUSING

WILTON VILLAGE GAY-FRIENDLY STUDIO 1yr
Lease/Superclean quiet corner unit. Heated pool, W/D on
premises.1-block to ALIBI+Wilton Drv. $600/mo+utils.F/L +
$300Sec. 954-298-2208

IMMACULATE, NICELY FURNISHED, 1 BR CONDO - Avail.
Jan/Feb 2011. Completely renovated.  lst flr. 2.5 miles to
beach, heated pool. Wilton Manors. $1600/mo. Call 954-586-
4906 or email massarosusan@yahoo.com.

WILTON MANORS - Beautiful 2000 sq. ft. 3 bed 2.5
bath pool home on huge tropically landscaped corner lot.
Perfectly renovated with new kitchen and baths. New roof,
new impact windows, new pool. Walk to Wilton Drive.
Nothing to do but move in.$529,900 Call Glenn Smith
Coastland Realty 854-873-4220

REAL ESTATE

AIR CONDITIONING REPAIR/SERVICE

EXPERT AIR ADVICE Air conditioning repairs.  Cooling is
what we do best.  FPL Rebates, Insured, CACO 36862.  Free
Estimates on Replacements.  $75 – Tune Up.  
Call (954) 764-1990

SEW WHAT'S NEW?  I'VE MOVED! The sewing and design
studio is now located at 3455 N.E. 12th Avenue, Suite #2,
Oakland Park, FL 33334, around the corner from the Oakland
Park Post Office.  Available Tuesday - Saturday until 7 P.M.
Walk-ins welcome, Appointments appreciated.  Call Paul
Michael (954) 260-3558

ALTERATIONS / SEWING SERVICES 

CLEANING

CLEAN IT RITE  Best cleaning for your buck.  Reliable &
affordable.  10 years in business.  1 BR, $$45.00, 2BR,
$55.00, & 3BR, $65.00.  Fort Lauderdale, Broward & Palm
Beach. Call Manny (954) 560-4443

SUNSHINE CLEANING. Professional cleaning service for
your home or office.  We are reliable and offer competitive
rates.  Specializing in deep cleaning & organization.  We work
within your schedule.  Serving Broward County for over 10
years.  References available.  Call Nicholas  (954) 773-5372 

TOP to BOTTOM CLEANING Let me take care of your every-
day cleaning.  Before or after your Holiday parties.  For your
home or office.  You can be assured you will receive quality,
dependable and honest service every time.  Affordable home
& business cleaning rates.  References available.
Uilas (754) 234-9305

COUNSELING

COMPUTER SERVICES

COMPUTER REPAIR -COMPLETE IN  HOME SERVICE
*Get the best performance, protection & value from your
computer investment. *A+ Hardware & OS CERTIFIED.
*Friendly, professional, RELIABLE service.  Reasonable rates. 
Call: Mike (954) 817-3883

GEEK PATROL COMPUTER SERVICES - Florida Tech
Support.  On-Site & Remote Support Located in Wilton
Manors - Windows & Mac (OS X) Security, virus, & spyware
removal, repairs & upgrades, wired & wireless networking.
Gay owned.  www.FLTechSupport.com    Call (954) 453-9574

A MIND AT PEACE/ THERAPEUTIC  SERVICES/
RON "DOC” CHAMBERS, MSW 954-627-0103
1975 East Sunrise Blvd Suite 629 Fort Lauderdale HIV
RelatedIssues/ Anxiety/Depression/ Schizophrenia/
Relationship Problems/Anger Management Problems/Same-
Sex Battering/ Domestic Violence  Most Insurance
Accepted/Credit Cards Accepted

FREE BRIEF COMPUTER ANSWERS BY ERIC AT THE
STONEWALL LIBRARY BY APPOINTMENT Also
Affordable In-Home, Installations, Tutoring, Virus Disinfection
& Troubleshooting.  Knowledgeable, Personable Service. Call
Eric (954) 903-4383 or eric@startcomputing.info

LONELY? Not leaving the house much?  And you just can't get
motivated?   Depressed, at the end of your rope?    Can't find
anyone to talk about what's going on in your head?
Be a good friend; know when depression crosses the line.
Call the GLBTQ Helpline & Suicide Awareness Program.
Simply to talk, learn, and become aware.
GLBTQ HELPLINE & Suicide Awareness (305) 646-3600.
Free & Confidential.  Tri-lingual counselors available 24/7 
For you or a friend.

EMPLOYMENT

HAIRSTYLIST or BARBER. A new exciting style shop opening.
Now hiring experienced Hair Stylist or Barber.  Minimum of 5
years experience.  Please email resume to:
Touch1213@gmail.com  or for more information please call
(404) 519-1846

PAID RESEARCH STUDY Participate in a confidential research
study regarding HIV medications and drug use.  Earn Cash!!!
Call us to see if you qualify at (305)672-6623.  University of
Delaware Research Center (Hablamos Español)

ARE YOU A GAY OR BISEXUAL MAN OVER 18? Do you
ever take Xanax, Percocet, or any other RX pills with or with-
out a prescription?  Confidential research study.  Cash com-
pensation.  Call for more information.  (305)  529-1489

HOUSEKEEPING POSITION AVAILABLE at The Royal Palms
Resort, 2901 Terramar St., Ft. Lauderdale Beach.  Attention to
detail essential. Must be reliable. Stop in to fill out an applica-
tion.

RETAIL SALES Men’s Clothing store is seeking professional
sales people, Full-time and Part-Time positions available.
Please call (954) 873-3889

BARTENDING/ENTERTAINMENT

PROFESSIONAL, ATTRACTIVE, AND ATTENTIVE BAR-
TENDER(S) FOR YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES Fast and friend-
ly bartender(s) will take care of your guests.  From causal to
formal, we make sure that your guests do not wait long to get
a drink. Enjoy your party while we take care of the important
aspect....serving your guests their drinks NOW!  Call Jeff @
(954) 566-5300

AUDITIONS! Naked Boys Singing! Thursday, January 6th
Noon- 5pm. The show features six handsome Males of various
body types. PAY provided!  Seeking 6 attractive NON-EQUITY
men with great voices and comic timing. To schedule an
Audition time email TDangora@gmail.com.

ITALIAN DIRECTOR is seeking actors for LGBT Theater
Production in Fort Lauderdale from February 18 to March 12.
Looking for nice faces and bodies, ages 25 to 35. The play
includes full frontal nudity scenes. Auditions run January 26 to
28. Rehearsals begin February 1. Please send resume and
head/body shots to theblueseagull@gmail.com.

DENTAL

SEEKING BAR MANAGER with resume and a minimum of
five years experience.  Call 954-873-3389 for more informa-
tion.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CO-INFECTION FORUM, FOR PEOPLE AFFECTED
AND INFECTED WITH HIV AND HEP C Meets weekly
on Tuesdays @ The Wellness Center of SF @ 2921 NE 6th
Ave. Wilton Manors, FL 33334. Phone # (954) 568-0152.
Facilitated by 'pup' and Phil. Conversation and and informa-
tion updates. Free and confidential.

POSITIVE ISSUES GROUP MEETS THURSDAYS
FROM 7-8:30 FOR "HIV+GAY MEN & THE MEN
THAT LOVE THEM" Support group. Facilitated by Jerry
Hornacki. RSVP: wcsfjerry@cs.com  Phone: 954-568-0152

ADULT/DATING

MATURE CONTACTS & FRIENDSHIP The Caffmos
Community is a contacts and dating community site for
mature men, bears, daddies and their admirers both young
and old. Registration and membership is free. Come and join
us at: CaffmosCommunity.com

REMODELS, SERVICE CHANGES, House Re-wires, Generator Hook-
up, Cable & Phone Services.  No Job Too Small.  Quality Work at
Reasonable Prices.  Licensed & Insured  Lic # 02CME2027X  (954) 882-
6082

ELECTRICAL

WE BUY HOMES FOR CASH ANY CONDITION, FAST 5 DAY
CLOSING CONTACT ROBERT AT 954-336-0436 

PUT YOUR IRA ON STEROIDS! Use your IRA to buy whole-
sale bank owned real estate and create a 12% plus annual
cash on cash return.Turn Key Real Estate company helps you
buy a wholesale bank owned foreclosure with equity. Company
also provides affordable renovation teams and property man-
agers. Build wealth today with our proven 20 year turn key
acquisition and management program. Contact Robert for more
information. 954-336-0436 www.robertblairrealestate.com

RENOVATED 3/1 $1450  Fort Lauderdale, great neighbor-
hood 3/1, completely renovated free standing house, minutes
to Wilton Manors, Stainless steel appliances, huge fenced
yard. Steve Pizzuto (954) 873-2830 Castelli Real Estate

WILTON MANORS Walk to the Drive!  VERY LARGE 1/1 ter-
razzo thoughout, tile bath, laundry avail, in small QUIET com-
plex.  $765/mo $300/dep.  No pets. (954)537-7513

WILTON MANORS   Walk to the Drive.  Small 1BR/1BA in
quiet complex  Air conditioners, ceiling fans.  Tile floors
throughout.  $640/mo.  $300 deposit.  NO pets.  (954) 537-
7513

classifieds

SPACIOUS STUDIO, COTTAGE/FT.LAUD/WILTON
MANORS AREA Private complex/parking, separate
entrance, Garden courtyard, Full kitchen/bath/walk in closet,
AC/Heat, tile floors. Close to Bars/Beach/shopping.  $650
/month. For info call between NOON-8PM  (954) 522-8147

SOUTH MIDDLE RIVER 2/1 House lease with option.
$1,000 + Deposit. Newly renovated, big back yard, minutes
to Downtown Ft Lauderdale, Wilton Manors & Beaches. 954-
319-0072, 954-245-5536

COUNSELING

MANSCAPING  Intimate hair grooming and shaving.
Stimulating, sensual and safe. Call Jim 954-258-2584

BODY GROOMING 
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LICENSED MASSAGE 

THE BEST RECESSION MASSAGE IN TOWN, LEAVE YOUR
STRESS UP TO ME. $40 - 90 mins  / Unemployed, SS or SSI
Disability: $20 - 1 hr / Out calls higher.  Let Denny make you feel
like a queen.  Couples discounts.  Seniors welcome.  Delray
Beach/New Location.  15 years experience.  MA#18563 Call
Denny at (561) 502-2628   Serious calls only.

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRITSONG Welcomes you to come and
worship with us every Sunday at 10 am and every Wednesday night at
8 pm. We meet at the SpiritSong Worship Center at 2040B North Dixie
Highway Suite 3 in Wilton Manors (Building B on Equality Park Campus,
behind the Pride Center).  God loves you just the way He made you.
Come discover His purpose for you.  For more info: (954) 418-8372,
info@cohss.com, www.cohss.org

SPIRITUALITY

SERVICES

GOLD COAST UPHOLSTERY Re-upholstering, Cushions, Throw
pillows  Large selection of fabric to choose from or bring in your
own fabric.  Broward / Dade. Palm Beach.  Call Edgar (954) 491-
4937.  Re-upholstering, Cushions, Throw pillows  Large selection
of fabric to choose from or bring in your own fabric.  Broward /
Dade. Palm Beach.  Call Edgar (954) 491-4937

PROFESSIONAL THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE Deep Tissue,
Swedish, Reflexology, Stretching.  Mon-Sun, 10am-8pm.  In/Out
Calls. NON-SEXUAL.  Ft. Lauderdale. Call Robert (954) 494-
2372.  Lic# MA 19604

GUYS and DOLLIES Moving * Storage * Packing * Crating *
Shipping.  “A” Rated Member of the BBB Register Movers since
1976.  Major credit cards accepted.  For free price quote, Call
(954) 566-1270

HOME REPAIR & RENOVATION Call Steve for your home
improvement projects.  Electrical, Tile, Plumbing, Painting,
Carpentry, Flooring, Drywall Repairs Quality Work At Fair Prices
(954) 632-8773

HOME IMPROVEMENT

THE PARISH OF STS. FRANCIS AND CLARE 101 NE 3rd
Street, just N of Broward and E of Andrews. Mass times: Sat @
5 PM: Sun @ 10:30 AM; Wed @ 7 PM. Where we welcome and
appreciate diversity - a progressive community in the Catholic
tradition. 954-731-8173  www.stsfrancisandclare.org

classifieds

Derek’s 24 HR HANDYMAN SERVICE. Introducing our new
cabinet shop!  For all your custom made cabinetry countertops lam-
inates.  YOU MUST SEE OUR WORK, just ask our clients.  All electri-
cal to code; ANY & ALL plumbing work, Drywall finish work / repair.
Crown / baseboard pro-install, interior / exterior painting, demo
work, Pressure washing, Decor tile install, Complete home up-
dates.  For large jobs, 4-man crew available.  WE CAN HANDLE IT
ALL!  Instant call back, direct service response.  No job is ever too
small.  Excellent references.  Derek (954) 825-5598 or E-mail:
DerekGallaway@att.net

CLASSIC RESIDENTIAL SERVICES ALWAYS FOR YOUR CON-
VENIENCE.  REASONABLE RATES-SENIOR DISCOUNT.
ERRANDS-HELP WITH SHOPPONG-TRANSPORT. HOME MAN-
AGEMENTPROFESSIONAL-CURTEOUS AND RELIABLE.  AREA
RESIDENT 10 YEARS-REFERENCES PLEASE CALL (954) 977-
3546

RAINBOW MOVING Delivery. Storage. Free Estimates. Office
moves. Residential. Commercial. Expert Packaging. Short notice
relocations. Licensed & Insured. Special Offer: up to 10 Free
Boxes (medium/small) with local move. 10% OFF WITH THIS AD.
(954) 245-2978 “Follow your Rainbow.”

ELITE RELOCATION MOVING & STORAGE We've provided
quality moves for over 30 years. It's always a smooth move when
you choose Elite Relocation. Contact us today: 954-975-8660
elitemoving.com

EXPERT AIR ADVICE Air conditioning repairs.  Cooling is what
we do best.  FPL Rebates, Insured, CACO 3686.  Free Estimates
on Replacements.  $75-Tune-up. Call (954)764-1990




	002 BLACK
	004 BLACK
	005 BLACK
	008 BLACK
	009 BLACK
	011 BLACK
	014 BLACK
	016 BLACK
	017 BLACK
	020 BLACK
	021 BLACK
	023 BLACK
	024 CMYK

