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The community is coming together for
a fundraiser to purchase a new car for
Father Bill Collins, founder of  the
Poverello Center and Food Bank. The
“Need Wheels” fundraiser will be held on
Monday, Dec. 20 at 8 p.m. inside the
Rainbow Lounge at Johnny’s Bar, 1116
West Broward Blvd., Fort Lauderdale. 

Collins, who was hospitalized last
month following a car accident, has been
taking taxis or catching a ride from vol-
unteers to the Poverello from his home in
Lauderdale By The Sea. His vehicle was
totaled in the accident, and the money
from his insurance company was used to
pay off  his car loan and some of  the med-
ical expenses. A.J. Cross, general manag-
er of  Johnny’s, decided to bring the com-
munity together to help out Collins after
learning of  the accident on Nov. 30.
Within 24 hours, Cross had received more
than $8,000 in pledges, and 37 gay-owned
businesses offered to help purchase the

new car. The goal is to pay for the car,
taxes, tags and registration.

“Everyone I’ve called has offered assis-
tance — it’s been amazing,” said Cross.
“Father Bill is so revered in the commu-
nity. For most people, I didn’t even have to
say why. As soon as I would say ‘Father
Bill’ people responded with ‘whatever
you need.’”

In the mid ’80s, Collins, then a priest at
St. Coleman’s Catholic Church, became
chaplain in the Imperial Point Hospital
chapel from St. Coleman’s Catholic
Church in Fort Lauderdale. This is where
he first learned about the victims of  the
early AIDS crisis and found out that
many could not work to purchase money
for food.  Collins started using his pay
from the church to purchase food and
made deliveries from his car. When his
pay was not enough to cover those strick-
en by the epidemic, he spent his entire
pension fund to purchase more food.
Soon, that too ran out and he got a second
job teaching at Broward Community
College.

Word quickly spread about his work
with AIDS patients and by the late ’80s,
acquaintances familiar with his work
opened the Poverelo Food Bank in

Pompano Beach and a thrift store to
assist in purchasing food. A few years
later, Poverello outgrew its Pompano
Beach space and moved to its current
location in Wilton Manors.

Now, 24 years later, Poverello is plan-
ning to move to it’s new location next
year, which is currently being remodeled
next to the Pride Center at Equality Park
on Dixie Highway in Wilton Manors.
Collins often credits Poverello’s volun-
teers for the center’s success in serving
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The ACLU of  Florida filed a lawsuit
in the Southern District of  Florida fed-
eral court against the city of  Miami
Beach and two of  its police officers. The
lawsuit was filed on behalf  of  Harold
Strickland, a gay former Miami Beach
resident who was wrongfully arrested
in March 2009 in retaliation for calling
911 to report that two Miami Beach
police officers were beating and kick-
ing a gay man who lay handcuffed on

the ground near Flamingo Park.
According to one of  Strickland’s

attorneys, Ray Taseff, Strickland tried
on two occasions to come to financial
settlement terms with the City of
Miami Beach for compensatory dam-
ages but the city, as well as Florida’s
State Attorneys office, is still investi-
gating the complaint and will not settle
on the case until they have all the facts. 

The two officers accused in the com-
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Harold Strickland, (above) sues Miami Beach
Police for being wrongly arrested.
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standing with the car which will be pur-
chased for Father Bill Collins



The City of  Wilton Manors, in conjunc-
tion with the Florida Agenda newspaper,
will host a public safety forum on
Thursday, Dec. 16 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at
the Hagen Park Community Center
(behind city hall). The forum will discuss
personal safety in the city, how to protect
one’s self  walking on the streets, how to
protect your home during the holiday sea-
son and tips for keeping while shopping.
The Forum is a result of  several recent
assaults that have taken place in or near
Wilton Manors.H

The businesses in the Shoppes of
Wilton Manors are planning their first
New Year’s Eve Party to be held in the
parking lot of  the shopping center.
Participating businesses include
Georgie’s Alibi, Boom, Java Boys and
Humpy’s Pizza. This will be the first
year businesses are working together to
hold one large outdoor event. Plans
include a main stage, entertainers, a DJ
and a 30-foot video screen to monitor the
New Year’s Eve celebration in Times
Square in New York City.H

According to Krishan Manner, direc-
tor of  marketing for Wilton Manors
Main Street, the Wilton Drive
Improvement Initiative Task Force is
moving along and awaiting word on the
$2,000,000 planning grant which they
applied for. 

“We have made the first cut and are
cautiously optimistic about our chance
of  being awarded the funds necessary to
further research and plan Wilton Drive
to coincide with our goal of  making
Wilton Drive into a destination rather
than a thoroughfare,” said Tom Tabor,
member of  the Wilton Manors Main
Street Board of  Directors.  

The initiative includes taking back
control of  the Wilton Drive (State Road
811) from Florida’s Department of
Transportation, changing the road from
four lanes to two, using the extra driv-
ing lanes as paid parking and complete-
ly landscaping the area. H

The Church of  the Holy SpritSong dis-
tributed 400 meals throughout Broward
County on Thanksgiving Day for those
who could not afford their own or could
not get out. Another 200 meals were
served in the main hall at the Pride
Center. The Church of  the Holy
SpiritSong is located in Equality Park
along with the Pride Center.H

On Thursday, Dec. 9, starting at 7:30
p.m. there will be a benefit for Broward
House and Kids in Distress. The Manor
Entertainment Complex is hosting “A Toy
Story – A Night for Giving.” Door charge
is $10 (which will be donated to Broward
House) and an unwrapped toy (which will
be donated to Kids in Distress). Entrance
fee includes one free drink.
Entertainment includes an indoor circus
and the Gay Men’s Chorus. Daisy
Deadpetals is scheduled to emcee.H

Citing the
recent Florida
court decisions
p e r m i t t i n g
homosexuals
to adopt chil-
dren, the Pride
Center/GLCC,
in conjunction
with SunServe,
will present a
seminar on
adopting children. The seminar, “Adoption
for the LGBT Community: What to Expect
and How to Do It,” will be held on Saturday,
Dec. 11 from 10 a.m. to noon at the Pride
Center, 2040 N. Dixie Highway, Wilton
Manors.

The seminar will be conducted by attor-
ney Elizabeth Schwartz and is open to all
people interested in learning about the
process to adopt children legally.

For more information, call (954) 549-0263
or e-mail kdrumm@SunServe.org.H

Women in Network (WIN) will be hold-
ing a special brunch at 12:30 p.m. on
Sunday, Jan. 9, at the Torch Club. The
brunch will include entertainment and
their will be a t-dance following the brunch
with music provided by Bonnie. Tickets are
$25, which includes brunch, two drinks,
entertainment, the t-dance and tax and gra-
tuity. Admission to just attend the t-dance
is $10 and starts at 3 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call Geri/Joyce at (954) 354-0548 or
Toni at (954) 565-0094.H
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Pride Center to host
LGBT adoption seminar

Join 100 of  your friends from Key
West on Wednesday, Dec. 15 at 6 p.m.
at The Depot Cabana Bar & Grill for
Snow Ball II. Be part of  the Fort
Lauderdale team to take on the Key
West bars in a snow ball fight at pool-
side. The Key West bars will be send-
ing up a bus load of  drag queens, bar-
tenders and bar staff  for a Key West
invasion and you can be part of  the
fun.H

Church distributes
Thanksgiving meals

Courtesy, Facebook

‘Wilton Drive 2-Lane
Initiative’ moving along

WIN 
plans first event of 2011

Depot
Snowball 2
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ORLANDO, Fla. - The Ladies
Professional Golf  Association (LPGA)
has changed their constitution to
remove the requirement that players
must be “female at birth” in order to
join the tour, paving the way for trans-
gender male-to-female golf  players to
join the tour.

LPGA Tour Championship
Commissioner Michael Whan said the
organization will take steps in the
next few weeks to implement the
change.

The change came in part after a
lawsuit was filed by 57-year-old Lana
Lawless, who won the annual women's
long-drive golf  championship in
California in 2008 but was not allowed
to compete in 2009 after organizers of
the event adopted the LPGA’s former
policy. 

"It's an issue of  access and opportu-
nity," Lawless said. "I'd been shut out
because of  prejudice."

Before the courts ruled on a deci-
sion, the LPGA decided to change the
rule.

"I think it is a major civil rights vic-
tory," said Christopher Dolan, an
attorney for Lawless. "We are pleased
that the LPGA has voted to end this
archaic and outdated policy."

LPGA players competing in the tour
championship in Orlando were mostly
supportive of  the new policy.

"We don't need to comment on this
because it's a dead issue," Cristie Kerr
said. "She can compete if  she can
qualify. We certainly don't want to dis-
criminate against anybody, that's not
what the LPGA is about. And if  she
can qualify, she'll be able to play.
We're like the last sports organization
to do it, it's just that we've never real-
ly had to look at it before.”H

LPGA allows transgender
golfers on tour

Courtesy, Christian Science Monitor

Illinois passes 
civil union bill

news

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. - The Illinois
legislature passed a bill granting gay
and lesbian couples the opportunity to
participate in civil unions in the state,
essentially giving those couples the
same rights as heterosexual couples
who get married.

“The passage this week of  the civil
unions legislation was historic,” said
Illinois Gov. Patrick Quinn, who has
already agreed to sign the bill in 2011.
“It’s a landmark law, it's headed my
way and I think it will be the law of  the
land of  Lincoln in the coming year.”

Illinois will be the sixth state in addi-
tion to the District of  Colombia that
allows civil unions or their equivalent
in the United States. 

The Illinois State Senate passed the
bill with a 32-24-1 vote and the Illinois
State House passed it with a 61-52 vote. 

"Here you have a Midwestern legisla-
ture acknowledging that gay and les-
bian couples should be recognized and
protected right here in the heart of  the
heartland," said Equality Illinois
Public Policy Director Rick Garcia.
"This was a very sober-minded, some-
what middle-of-the-road legislature
that wanted to make sure their gay and
lesbian neighbors were treated fairly
and equitably."

Chicago Mayor Richard Daley and
Gov. Quinn had pledged their unwaver-
ing support for the bill in opposition of
many advocates of  traditional mar-
riage, including the Catholic Church.

“Finally, they [state lawmakers] real-
ized they should have the same rights
under state law,” Daley said. “But even-
tually, [gay] marriage will take place. It
has to … we have to move faster.

Evan Wolfson, executive director of
Freedom to Marry, said “With this step
in the right direction, Illinois rejected
arguments against fair treatment for
gay people and their loved ones and
acknowledged that gay couples and
families exist and have the same hopes
and needs as other families.”H

  Courtesy, Illinois.govGov. Patrick Quinn
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. - Former
Belmont University Soccer Coach Lisa
Howe wanted to share some great news
with her team. Her partner had become
pregnant with a baby, and for the first
time in her life, Howe discussed her
being a lesbian with the team. Now she
is out of  a job.

After her sexuality disclosure, Howe
was asked to resign, according to some
of  the Belmont’s soccer players.

Senior Erica Carter said Howe told
her, and that officials had given her the
choice to resign or be terminated 

"She said, 'I just want you to know
that I lost my job today,’" said Carter.
"And I could hear in her voice that she
was choked up and there were tears in
her voice. Basically … I felt shocked."

Carter said Howe told her that
Belmont officials asked her to resign
because of  her family situation.

"She basically explained that …
because of  her morals and values and
her decision, it conflicted with
Belmont's morals and values and she
could no longer be an employee at
Belmont University," said Carter.

The University and Howe, “both
agree that Coach Howe did not ‘resign’
from her employment. Neither was she
dismissed. Rather, there was a mutual
agreement that it would be in the best
interests of  both Coach Howe and the
university for her to conclude her
employment as coach,” said a statement
from the Belmont Athletics
Department.

Howe also issued a statement through
the university.

“I was hired to do a job and am
extremely proud of  what we have
accomplished, for it reflects the dedica-
tion and hard work of  terrific players
and the parents who support them in
their sports endeavors,” Howe said. “I
do want to express my deep gratitude to
the players, their families, the alumnae
and faculty members who have come
forward to express their concern over
my leaving.” 

In Tennessee it is legal to fire an
employee for being gay, because the
state does not have an employment non-
discrimination act that includes LGBT
citizens. H

NAIROBI, Kenya - Homosexuals
should be taken to the police and
arrested, according to Kenya Prime
Minister Raila Odinga. The disturbing
comments were reported by the BBC
and Africa Review following a rally on
Sunday in which Odinga spoke.

"We will not tolerate such behaviors
in the country," the BBC quoted Raila
Odinga as saying. "The constitution is
very clear on this issue and men or
women found engaging in homosexuali-
ty will not be spared."

Africa Review reported Odinga as
saying that "if  found, the homosexuals
should be arrested and taken to rele-
vant authorities," and that men falling
in love with the same sex is “madness”
since a recent census indicated that the
country has "plenty of  women."H

University forces soccer
coach to resign because
she’s a lesbian

Courtesy, Bruininsider.blogspot.com

'Butt drag' leads to 
expulsion of high school
wrestler

Kenya PM: Homosexuals
should be arrested

news

FRESNO, Calif. - A wrestling move
commonly referred to as a "butt drag,"
in which one wrestler grabs the butt of
his opponent and sticks his finger in
his anus, has led to one high school stu-
dent being expelled and facing sexual
assault charges. Preston Hill, who per-
formed the move in question, did so
during a match at a high school in the
Fresno, Calif., suburb of  Clovis.  Hill's
coaches had taught him the move,
which is legal in wrestling and has
been used for decades. Hill has been
charged with sexual assault on a team-
mate by District Attorney Elizabeth
Egan. Former Fresno State coach
Dennis DeLiddo said the butt drag is a
common move used by wrestlers all the
time. “I’ve never heard this move used
as being ugly or dirty.” District
Attorney Egan declined to comment.
But Michael Idiart, a former assistant
Fresno County district attorney, said
he would not have filed criminal
charges because wrestlers know that
once they get on the mat, they are con-
senting to pain — and sometimes
embarrassment. “If  this is a legitimate
and recognized wrestling move, the DA
has no case,” he said.H

Courtesy, Cottagegrove.net
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plaint, Frankly Forte and Elliot Hazzi, have
been suspended from the police force, pend-
ing the outcome of  the internal investiga-
tion. The Miami Beach Police Department
will not comment further on the complaint.

While the lawsuit focuses specifically on
Strickland’s arrest and violations of  his civil
rights, it also highlights two systemic issues
that reach far beyond this case: the practices
of  unlawfully targeting gay men for arrest
without probable cause and harassing and
arresting people who observe, document,
and/or report police misconduct.

“For years the ACLU has received
reports that Miami Beach police have tar-
geted gay men near Flamingo Park for
nothing more than being gay,” said Shelbi
Day, an attorney with the ACLU of
Florida’s LGBT Advocacy Project. “When
the police become the problem rather than
part of  the solution, the entire community
suffers. It is time for the city to end the dis-
criminatory policies and practices of  its
police force.”

The complaint alleges that the city and
arresting officers violated Strickland’s
rights under federal and state law. The com-
plaint seeks damages for violation of
Strickland’s First and Fourth Amendment
rights and false arrest. The evidence, includ-
ing the officers’ sworn deposition testimony,
the tape recording of  Strickland’s 911 call,
Strickland’s cell phone record and the offi-
cers’ own arrest affidavits, indicates that the
officers lied in their report to cover-up their
misconduct. Strickland was charged with
loitering and prowling, but the charges were
dropped shortly after the arrest.

According to Taseff, Strickland wants

the following to happen: Forte and Hazzi to
lose their job; sensitivity training for all
officers when dealing with LGBT suspects
or witnesses; and a hotline set up so people
can report police officer harassment. 

"The issue here goes far beyond the viola-
tion of  Mr. Strickland’s rights as a gay man.
In addition to targeting gay men, the Miami
Beach police have an alarming history of
arresting individuals who attempt to docu-
ment police misconduct,” said Taseff.

The City of  Miami Beach and the police
department will not provide comment on
this case because they view it as a continu-
ing investigation. The ACLU said that
changes are already taking place inside the
police force.

“While the Strickland incident has
already sparked some reforms by Police
Chief  Noriega, including improved com-
munication between the gay community
and the police department by the appoint-
ment of  Sgt. Juan Sanchez as a liaison to
the gay community, retaliation for report-
ing police misconduct prevents civilian
oversight of  the police and cannot be toler-
ated” said Howard Simon, executive direc-
tor of  the ACLU of  Florida.

Strickland chose not to be interviewed
for this story. In a previous interview with
the Florida Agenda, Strickland had indicat-
ed that he was scared to return to Miami
Beach because the officers had threatened
his life, but Taseff  said that his client would
make the trek back to South Florida as
needed to testify in court or in any media-
tion proceedings. 

“Mr. Strickland deserves a lot of  courage
for coming forward in this type of  case,”
Taseff  said. “Publicly taking a stand
against the police is a difficult thing.” H

more than 12,000 clients through the years.
Poverello currently has 135 volunteers on
its roster and serves 4,000 clients.

To this day, Collins has refused to take
any money for his work with the Poverello
Center and lives off  his salary from the
church.

Cross also reached out to Michael
Albetta of  Maroone Ford and the Florida
GLBT Democratic Caucus to see if  he could
get a new car for Collins at dealer cost.
Albetta offered to purchase the car for
Collins from Ford Motor Company at deal-
er cost, minus any rebates and using his
Ford employee discount. Together they
chose a 2010 Ford Focus, fully-equipped, for
$18,500 and valued at $23,000. Albetta
explained that he is permitted to use his
discount twice a year but is forbidden to
give the car away; however, he will sell the
car to Collins for $1.  

“It’s like the movie, ‘It’s a Wonderful
Life,’” said Albetta, “and we’re right in the
middle of  the holiday season. It overwhelm-
ingly shows how much the community
loves Father Bill.”

Some of  the businesses involved in the
benefit for Collins include: Bottoms & Tops;

Boom; Island City Health & Fitness; Living
Room; Sidelines; Java Boys; Georgie’s
Alibi; Mark Magazine; Florida Agenda;
Island City Eyecare; Chic Optique;
Gaymart; Humpy’s Pizza; Ramrod; Copy
This; Best Buy; City/County Credit Union;
and the Wine Cellar Restaurant.

So far, scheduled entertainment for the
benefit include Misty Eyez, Richard Cortez,
Mia Sangria, Gemini Stone and an appear-
ance by the Sisters of  the Rising Sun. The
fundraiser will also include a silent auction
with sponsorship baskets, prizes and a
50/50 raffle. The performers will be donat-
ing all their tips received that evening to the
benefit.

Johnny’s will be donating 100 percent of
the door proceeds and 50 percent of  all bar
sales to Collins, and the valet company at
Johnny’s will be turning over 50 percent of
the money collected from valet to the new
car fund.

“My goal is to make this a huge event,”
explained Cross. “I want people to walk
into Johnny’s and see everybody who’s
anybody there for Father Bill. If  Father
Bill would permit it, Poverello would buy
him a car, but he [Collins] won’t do that.
He has never taken a penny from
Poverello and never will.” H

Thousands in pledges already received
FATHER BILL continued from Page 1

MIAMI BEACH POLICE continued from Page 1

ACLU leading charge against cops
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Simmie Williams Jr., 17, a hero who
was loved by many, but most of  all by
his mother Denise King, her tears of
anguish and pain on her face is heart-
breaking as she holds a picture of  her
son.

"I gave him $2 for the bus and he
never came back," said King, who lived
with her son west of  Fort Lauderdale.
"He was a quiet person, kept to himself.
He had a lot of  friends. He wasn't a trou-
bled child. He was a happy person."

Williams was attacked in the 1000
block of  Sistrunk Boulevard by two
young men who wore dark clothing and
might live in the neighborhood, police
said. Williams, who was wearing a dress
and was known in the area by his first
name or as "Chris" or "Beyonce," was
shot about 12:45 a.m. on Feb. 22,2008 and
soon afterward died at Broward General
Medical Center. 

Could you image how you would feel
if  you said goodbye to a loved one,
thinking you would see them later that

day or the next but never get to see them
alive again, only to find out they were
murdered for being gay? So many are
stolen from us each year for living out
and proud. It’s time we honor all of
them with the National Rainbow
Memorial.

Williams, like many teens, feel safe
and are strong enough to handle the
price they pay like being picked on, bul-
lied, beaten and have paid the ultimate
price – their life. They are soldiers fight-
ing on the frontlines in neighborhoods
where it can be a living hell, as proven
by all the recent LGBT suicides over the
past few months. These are children,
brothers, sisters, and every time one is
murdered we should feel the pain of
loss and sadness, but we should also feel
empowered to do more until the sense-
less murders of  LGBT people in
America stops. We fight hate and those
who teach it together or we die alone at
the hands of  hate.

According to his mother, Williams

wanted to be a chef  and he really like to
cook. King, who passed away at the end
of  2009 from a medical condition, had
been very supportive and active in our
community by speaking at rallies and
town hall meetings to help teach love
and understanding. She was also a
member of  the Gay American Heroes
Advisory Board. We will miss King and
Williams, but never forget them. For
more information, visit www.gayameri-
canheroes.com.H

Gay American Heroes: 
Simmie Williams Jr. – Feb. 22, 2008

It's a whirlwind romance. You meet the
man of  your dreams and he sweeps you
off  your feet with his charm, charisma
and allure. He shows you effusive affec-
tion and makes you feel as though you are
the most wonderful man he has ever met.
He lets you in on all his secrets. You hear
about his past loves (and there are many),
but somehow this one with you is differ-
ent. He appears to open his heart and soul
to you, and you begin to do the
same. The connection is so
strong you are convinced quick-
ly and completely that this is
your soul mate. You can hardly
believe this can be real and,
unfortunately, you learn in time
it truly is not. 

Then it happens. You are in
love and he knows it. He starts
to withdraw. He becomes distant
and you wonder what you did
wrong. You may find yourself
withdrawing a bit yourself  only
to see that he comes around a
bit. As soon as you begin to
make yourself  available again,
he seems distant again. You
approach him about this change
in the "connection" and he seems to
blame it on you. 

But he's not ready to let go of  you quite
yet. He sets up new boundaries to suit his
needs and keep you at a distance. You get
clues that he is dating someone else – he
leaves a guy's phone number somewhere

so you're bound to see it. He subtly puts
you down and goes away for several days
without calling you. He may tell you he
wants to continue to see you while he
dates others. You may even find him in
bed with another man the day after you
had the most romantic evening in your
life with him. 

This is the life of  a narcissist, and you
happened to get caught up in it. The nar-
cissist is seemingly the most wonderful of
men. No one has ever been this nice to

you, and you simply cannot imagine that
the love of  your life could have some sort
of  personality disorder, and it is this very
fact that makes him so dangerous. He'd do
anything for you. He's generous, caring,
open, loving and full of  life. Well, sorry to
say, he is all of  these things because more

than anything else he needs to have oth-
ers love him. 

There is a huge void in the personality
structure of  the narcissist that results
from early childhood wounds. Parents
who were more concerned about their
own needs than their child's needs create
a world in which the child has to figure
out a way to get love and attention and
have their needs met.  

The adult narcissist has had a lifetime
to consciously and unconsciously figure
out how to lure others to give him the love
he never received from his parents. Once
he receives love in return it feels frighten-
ing, because true intimacy is unfamiliar
and uncomfortable. The only love the
adult narcissist understands is the one
that is unavailable. 

The biggest fear for the narcis-
sist is abandonment. If  the narcis-
sist has fallen in love with the
unavailable man of  his dreams,
and this man leaves him, the rage
and/or depression will be unbear-
able. Even after the most devastat-
ing of  rejections, he is quickly
back to his charismatic self. And if
your whirlwind romance ends,
don't be surprised to find him
with his arms around another
man within days, if  not hours.
You may have been replaced even
before you were out of  the picture. 

The sad truth is that men who
fall in love with narcissists do so
because they have some of  these
narcissistic tendencies them-

selves. And, let's face it, because the nar-
cissist is unavailable, aren't we simply
finding ourselves loving the unavailable –
a person with whom we cannot share true
intimacy? If  this is your pattern, it may
be something you want to look at with a
trained professional.H

The Rose Phenomena: 
The seductive allure reels you in; the insidious thorns
tear you apart 
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Between Thanksgiving and New Years we
have our calendar's most concentrated span of
holidays, a time of  traditions and high expec-
tations that can present hurdles for many in
the LGBT community. 

Predicament One
"Don't think I'm alone, but I dread the com-

ing of  Christmas and New Years.  Otherwise
I can handle being single, I can deal with my
family's disdain for me being gay, BUT not in
December.  I find myself  turning into a real
Scrooge, resenting how happy other people
seem to be, so I withdraw, and that only
makes it worst."

My View on One
You're definitely not alone.  There are cer-

tain days of  the year that are magnifying
days.  If  you're happy on those, then you tend
to be unusually happy, and vice-versa. If
you're sad you tend to be very sad.  The
biggest magnifying day for most is
Christmas, so you have to prepare yourself,
take control of  the day rather than letting the
holidays control you.  Don't concentrate on
what you don't have, because that just leads
you deeper into self-pity.  Plan some things
that you will make you happy.  Maybe using

the extra days you have off  to take that trip
you've been postponing.  Don't let the pres-
ents under the tree be at the whim of  others,
but make sure there are a couple of  things
you know will please you.  And rather than
making yourself  the focus, make the season

meaningful for some-

o n e
e l s e ,
doing some-
thing nice for
that lonely person in
your building, volun-
teering for a soup kitchen on
Christmas day, visiting people
in the hospital who are alone.  Just
because you're not having the
Christmas the commercials say you should
have, doesn't mean you can't have one that
brings you joy in other ways.

Predicament Two
"My partner of  six years insists on return-

ing to his family in another state for
Christmas each year, and I feel he should stay
with me.  He says his parents will not live for-
ever and he can't break the tradition of  not
returning home.  Is he being fair? Am I being
unfair in expecting him to spend Christmas
with me?  Going home with him is not an
option.  We're both in our 40’s."

My View on Two
Among straights and gays, there
are some people who get

married/form a partnership,
and yet continue in some

ways to act like
they're single.

Sounds like
that's what

y o u r

partner is doing.  Sit down and explain why
it's important that you be together as your
own family and see if  you can't reach a com-
promise.  Maybe he can go there the day

after.  Whenever problems seem to be an
either/or proposition, that usually means
we're seeing only part of  the picture.

Predicament Three
"My partner is a non-practicing Jew, and

I'm a southern Baptist who grew up in a
home where Christmas was a 30 day affair.
The rest of  the year our different back-
grounds don't seem to clash, but she doesn't
want me to decorate the house in anyway.
She's not interested in Hanukkah, and tells
me if  I love her I won't make her uncomfort-
able by putting up a tree or anything else,
even though I told her I won't make it partic-
ularly religious.  Have gone along with this
for three years, but I really resent her asking
me to ignore my traditions in favor of  no tra-
ditions."

My View on Three
One of  the lies we're told is that if  you

truly love each other, different religions
won't matter, and then we can be knocked for
a loop when they do.  We act as if  all reli-
gions/denominations are the same, without
taking into account that it also means differ-
ent traditions, cultures - even when the
background is not particularly religious.
Such differences require understanding and
flexibility on both sides, without either lay-
ing down the law.  Professional couples
counseling may be needed.

What’s on your mind?
We really do want to hear from the read-

ers of  this column.  Your feedback is impor-
tant to Dr. Yakerty and he promises to
respond to every email. Let us know what
topic you would like discussed by sending an
e-mail to the next column to
DrYakerty@aol.com.H

For some, the holidays
can be a real downer
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By BRIAN MCNAUGHT

When advertisers brainstorm on how to
depict gay men for corporate accounts, what
image of  us should they conjure? Should the
“typical” gay male American be portrayed
as being young, muscled, tattooed, HIV-posi-
tive, well-dressed, athletic, and handsome,
or not? Are we masculine or effeminate,
politically savvy or ditsy, Renaissance men
or sex-obsessed clones? This question mat-
ters to the advertising agency because if  it
misrepresents us, and we subsequently
don’t buy the product, it loses money, as does
the corporation that hired them to find us. It
matters to us gay men too, because like
every other minority, we often end up seeing
ourselves as we are presented to others.

In 1930, for instance, the artist Grant
Wood painted “American Gothic,” the por-
trait of  a serious looking farmer, holding a
pitchfork, standing erect next to his spinster
daughter. Initially thought by critics to be a
comical presentation, the painting became
an icon during the Great Depression, offer-
ing Americans an identity of  endurance to
guide them through their suffering. The
painting is now commonly parodied, but if
Grant Wood could paint an iconic represen-
tation of  gay men today, how would he have
us standing, with whom, and what might we
be holding? Barbells? A baby? What he
painted might become us.

Recently, Ray and I recoiled in horror at
the immature antics of  the affected, young
gay men on Logo’s reality television pro-
gram "The A-List." “Should we keep watch-
ing or turn it off,” my spouse asked me after
10 minutes of  squirming. “These are the
people you’ve spent your whole life working
so hard for?” he added. We watched until the
end of  the program to see if  there were any
gay men with whom we could identify.
There weren’t.  Nevertheless, while I wish
the guys in the TV show had been more
emotionally healthy, I was still grateful that
they didn’t need to be as frightened by their
sexuality as we had been at their age. We
fought hard so that these 20-something gay
men had the freedom to be ditsy. But, I pre-
fer that they don’t end up in the imaginary
Grant Wood’s painting, or in the advertis-
ers’ portrayal of  me.

A few nights before we watched this tele-
vision program, as we sat waiting for the
opera, "Turandot," to begin, Ray and I paged
through the booklet for the Florida Grand
Opera, and were delighted to see how many
pictures of  gay male couples were in the list
of  major financial donors. I smiled with
contentment that an image with which I
could identify was being acknowledged
with gratitude by wealthy art patrons. Yet, I
wonder now how "The A-List" boys would
respond to the wealthy, white, older men
being portrayed as “American Gay Gothic.”

After participating in the Washington,
D.C., conference of  the National Gay and
Lesbian Chamber of  Commerce a couple of

weeks ago, I went to the National Portrait
Gallery with my very good friends Bob
Witeck and his husband Bob Connelly, Vic
Basile, and Fort Worth Councilman Joel
Burns and his spouse J.D. Angle. (Joel, as
many people might recall, recently spoke
tearfully with his colleagues about the
impact of  anti-gay bullying on his life.
Three million people have seen Joel’s city
council speech on YouTube.)

The exhibition we were all eager to see
was “Hide/Seek – Difference and Desire in
American Portraiture,” the first such pres-
entation in a national museum on the
importance of  sexual difference and desire
in portraiture. The art was not something
you couldn’t see in other exhibitions, but the
sexuality of  the artists, and/or the intent of
their creation would probably not be as hon-
estly discussed elsewhere. The exhibition
had a powerful impact on me, not unlike
that of  being at the vibrant Chamber of
Commerce gathering where 700 gay and les-
bian entrepreneurs sought guidance on
securing corporate accounts or otherwise
succeeding. In both the “Hide/Seek” exhibi-
tion and the conference, I saw gay men and
women being affirmed or affirming them-
selves in unprecedented ways.

When Vic Basile, the first executive direc-
tor of  the Human Rights Campaign, and
Bob Witeck, the pioneering gay public rela-
tions professional, and I stood together look-
ing at the painting “American Gothic,”
which was included in the exhibition
because Grant Wood was gay, I felt personal-
ly vindicated that what we had fought so
very hard for in our lives was finally being
valued by our country. I then spotted Joel
and JD exploring a photograph by Robert
Mapplethorpe, and I felt both very old and
very hopeful. These two wonderful young
men represented to me the future of  the gay
civil rights movement.

The “Hide/Seek” exhibition was poorly
attended, I felt, not like the exhibit of
Norman Rockwell’s paintings on the next
floor up in the museum. Sexuality was the
theme of  the collection one flight down. 

Some of  us respond positively to cartoons
of  ourselves, such as "The A-List" and
“American Gothic,” and let them become
iconic images we accept as our identity.
Others of  us respond positively to images of
ourselves that honestly reveal our passions
and pleasures, but we aren’t eager to have
others think that these images represent us,
such as the photography of  Robert
Mapplethorpe. There are also those of  us
who are afraid of  what we might become if
our representation is anything but the
romantic ideal.  How we see ourselves, and
how we want ourselves presented  depends a
great deal on our age, our privilege, our
oppression, and the numbers of  times we get
to see ourselves portrayed.  If  there were
more images of  gay men presented more
often, I’d be less concerned about what adver-
tisers come up with to represent me today.H

The face of 
the gay male
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jean’s kitchen

This recipe is pretty easy to do and is inexpen-
sive as well. It can be served warm or cold. It
looks spectacular, especially when you announce
you are the chef! This recipe  will accommodate six
people.

Ingredients: 
1.5 lbs of salmon filet, skin off 
3 egg whites
A handful of pitted black olives, coarsely

chopped
3 hearts of palms
1 lb Tub of sour cream
2 slices of smoked salmon
1 pinch cayenne pepper

For the cream of parsley:
1 finely chopped shallot
The leaves of a small bundle of parsley
3.5 oz of sour cream
Salt and pepper

Directions:
Place your diced up salmon, the egg whites,

salt and cayenne pepper in a food processor and
reduce these ingredients into a fine puree. Put the
minced salmon into a bowl and fold in the sour

cream (save some for the sauce). Then, add the
black olives. Refrigerate for one hour. Wrap up the
hearts of palm with the smoked salmon ( just like
you were rolling a cigarette). Set them aside in the
refrigerator. Heat your oven to 400 degrees. 

Pour half the salmon mixture into a greased
terrine mold (a cake tin will do if it’s Teflon). Then
place the heart of palm rolls lengthways, in the
center of the mold and pour the rest of the mix-
ture on the top of them. Level down the mixture
with a pallet knife. Remember, you are the chef, so
you can replace the hearts of palms with crab
meat or scallops, for example.

Place your terrine (covered with some tin foil)
in a ‘bain-marie’ and into the hot oven for 45 min-
utes. Meanwhile, “blanch” the parsley. Chop it
small and blend it with the sour cream and the
shallot. Set aside in the refrigerator.

When your terrine is cooked, take it out of the
oven and let it stand for 10 minutes before taking
it out of its mold.

Then you will have two options:
You serve your terrine warm, so carve six nice

slices and simply serve them with a drizzle of
parsley cream around them. Or you serve the ter-
rine cold. Put it the refrigerator for three hours.
Carve six slices and serve with a small drizzle of
parsley cream around them. 

By JEAN DOHERTY/LE PATIO 

Salmon Terrine

Courtesy, Le Patio
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Wrap It Up!
Maybe it’s the plethora

of shiny, glittery balls –
both big and small –
hanging from every limb
imaginable that puts a
smile on our face. Or per-
haps it’s the countless
images of a big, burly
man with a full beard
dressed in a red velvet
suit with a thick leather
belt strapped around his
waist that puts us in the
mood. Whatever it is,
one thing is clear: it’s
time for you to jingle
your ass – and your wal-
let – to the shopping
malls and online,
because Christmas time
is here.

Yes, Christmas trees
have been going up
since Halloween was
barely over; metal can-
dle holders that system-
atically clasp eight waxy
objects are already
being lit; and poinsettias
are being stolen from
public venues while
radio stations begin
their “all Christmas, all
the time” format.
Besides the deliciously
fattening food, delec-
tably decadent booze
and unavoidably atro-
cious family time, the
best part of December is,
of course, the gifts. 

We know you hate
malls, Internet shopping
and feel you may not be
creative enough to give
your friends or family
anything besides drink-
ing chips, popper bottles
or KY jelly, so we have
taken the hassle out of
giving presents by shar-
ing our hottest gift ideas
of the holiday season.
Hold the applause, no
need to thank us, but if
you must, we do accept
bottles in the ice, cup-
cakes out of the oven or
money from the wallet.
Anyways, buy these for
your friends and family
and be the shining star
of December:

We all know that the alcoholic
drink with the least amount of
calories is the vodka-soda, a
delicious mainstay that has
increased in popularity with the
recent explosion in flavored vod-
kas. But what happens when it’s
1 a.m. and you run out of club
soda? No need to run to the
store if you own SodaStream’s
Genesis, a home soda maker.
That’s right, plug this baby in,
use water from your sink, add
the special carbonation and
voila, home made soda. Check
out some of the special flavor
additives and you may never
have to spend money on soda
water again, let alone a bar tab.

$109.95 u

www.sodastreamusa.com
(Photo courtesy SodasStream)

SodaStream’s Genesis
Make-Your-Own-Soda-Kit

The one thing that some of us have in
common is that we never seem to
know what time it is, because if we did
we wouldn’t show up late all the
time. Not only can you make sure
your friends are never late for anoth-
er “business meeting” (a.k.a
hookup), but you can make sure they
always have Gay Pride on their mind.

The watch casing measures approx. 1
and-a-half inches in diameter and the

watch band fits most wrists from 6 and-a-
half to 8 inches. The watch band is made of

genuine leather and the watch movement is
made by Citizen. What time is it? It’s time for EQUALITY!

Got Pride Round Gold Metal Watch
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$19.97u

Kodak Playsport Video Camera 

$149.99u

Plan ahead for all
the Winter Party pool
extravaganzas by pur-
chasing the Kodak
Playsport waterproof
video camera. This
slick, new device can
go into depths of 10
feet underwater with-
out breaking and still
take crystal clear
videos of all the hanky
panky that goes on
below the surface. In
addition to the full
1080p HD video
recording, this Kodak
also features a 5 MP,
16:9 widescreen HD
still-picture camera.
Whether it’s the ocean
or a shower, a swim-
ming pool or the
sauna, this Kodak will
capture all the wet
and wild memories
that you will have
mostly likely forgotten.

www.Shop.kodak.com
(Photo courtesy Kodak)
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Sometimes fashion
can help the greater
good. Take for
instance the Human
Rights Campaign’s “I
Support Same Sex Marriage” T-shirts. Not only does 100 percent of the
profits from the shirts go toward HRC's fight for lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender equality, but by proudly wearing these shirts around,
you are telling other hot LGBT’s, ‘hey, I don’t just want to go make out
in the back of the bar, I’m marriage material.’ Oh, and some of the
right-wing, ignorant grinches might wake up and realize that our com-
munity still lacks basic human rights and help join the fight. 

Same Sex Marriage Tee

$25 

u

The most up-to-date
and complete travel
guides made by and
for gays and lesbians.
In the Men’s Travel
Guide check out more
than 13,000 listings of
gay-friendly hotels,
B&Bs, bars, nightclubs,
bookstores, cafes,
restaurants, gyms,
men's clubs, saunas &
much more. The

International Calendar of Events features cir-
cuit parties, gay pride celebrations, gay film
festivals, leather, fetish & bear events. 

$15.61
Damron’s Men’s Travel Guide 

u

www.amazon.com

See GIFT GUIDE on Page 20

Perfect presents to give and get
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GIFT GUIDE continued from Page 19

for 4 pints

eCreamery Create Your Own Ice Cream Flavor

$49.99 u Impress your
friends and relatives
by sharing your love
of ice cream making
with the whole clan.
Instead of having to
buy the cream,
sugar, nuts and
weird machine
yourself, let the peo-
ple at eCreamery do
the work for you.
You can name and
create your own ice
cream brand by
choosing from sev-
eral bases, flavors
and mix-ins. Florida
Agenda and Mark
Magazine’s cre-
ation: The Rebel
Rainbow (Sorbetto
with blueberry and
passion fruit ice
cream, cherry swirls
and Hershey kisses). 

$89.99 
for 8 pints

www.ecreamery.com
(Photo courtesy

eCreamery)

Samsung - 50"  3D Plasma HDTV

$989.99u

2D is so 2010. Ring in the New Year with a whole new dimension. After the popularity
of Avatar and the Michael Jackson tribute, 3D home entertainment systems are now the
wave of the soon-to-be-present. In addition to the space age technology, this television also
features: 720p display, 600Hz Subfield Motion, 0.001 ms response and an ultraslim design
(2-3/4" deep). Best part of 3D TV’s? You get to wear cool 3D sunglasses indoors without
people thinking you are a douche. Now, where is that 3D porn?

$189 u
Schwinn Loop 7-Speed Folding Bike

Do you know
someone who lives
in a tiny studio
apartment in a hip
urban area? Are
they tired of giving
up half of their
dwelling to bike
storage? Do they
enjoy riding around
on a weird looking
object and getting
stares from fellow
cyclists? Do they
like to wear thongs
on their head? If
they would answer
yes to three out of 

the four previous questions than   the   Schwinn  Loop 7-Speed Folding bike is perfect for them.
With seven speeds and a 3-piece single-speed crankset, the bike shifts speeds reliably and
with ease. The 20-inch alloy rims and city tires are great for road riding, and the front and
rear fenders protect your clothing and belongings from road spray and debris. While not in
use, this baby is as tiny as a toaster. 

www.UrbanScooters.com
(Photo courtesy Schwinn)

Don’t feel like talking to your family the rest of the year?
Simple solution—record 20 or so of your most popular sayings
or answers in this voice quilt and gift it to those annoying blood
relatives that want to talk to you all year. Direct them to certain
numbered messages in the voice quilt and spend the next 365
days sipping margaritas and saving your vocal cords for the
Backstreet Boys/ News Kids on the Block Concert Tour. P.S.  Put
a slimming photo of yourself on the cover of this thing so those
wretched relatives are jealous of your high metabolism. 

$59.99

www.voicequilt.com / (Photo courtesy voicequilt)

VoiceQuilt 4-by-6 inches Photo - Ivory Keepsake

u

www.bestbuy.com
(Photo courtesy Best Buy)
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favorite lesbian
from the
kitchen, Anne Burrell, will be making her annual trek to Miami
Beach for the Food Network South Beach Wine & Food
Festival, Feb. 24-27, 2011. Burrell will be on stage doing a
cooking demo that weekend along with Rachael Ray, Guy
Fieri, Anthony Bourdain, Paula Deen and many more. The pre-
eminent culinary event in the nation is celebrating its 10th
year and promises to deliver unexpected surprises, gluttony at
its finest and all-you-can-drink afternoons. Plus it happens
right on 12th Street beach in SoBe, the mecca of beautiful
boys in tiny speedos. Besides, after too many drinks we all look
beautiful.

Whole Foods Market Grand Tasting Village tickets at
the Food Network South Beach Wine & Food Festival

$225u
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By BOB KECSKEMETY

Robert Boo, director of  development
for the Pride Center in Wilton Manors,
will be leaving his position at the
Center effective Friday, Decc 10. Boo
has been with the Pride Center for five
years.

Boo accepted the position of  senior
general manager with Sodexo Inc., an
international managed services
provider handling the Jackson Health
System Nutrition Services Department
in Miami-Dade County. In this capacity,
Boo will be responsible for the six hos-
pitals and one skilled care facility
which comprise the internationally
recognized health system.  

During the past five years, Boo’s
record of  success as the center’s direc-
tor of  development included overseeing
a dramatic and sustained expansion of
Founders Circle membership, innovat-
ing the center’s branding and market-
ing, and laying the groundwork for a
successful capital campaign. Boo is
remaining committed to the future and
success of  the Center and has been
approved to join the center’s Board of
Directors in order to continue to culti-
vate donors, members and sponsors.  

“I would like to thank the community

for their kindness and generosity over
the past five years,” said Boo. “It has
been extremely rewarding for me to
work with the staff  and volunteers who
have helped make a dream of  the Pride
Center at Equality Park become a reali-
ty. The Pride Center came together
because so many dedicated people
worked as a healthy, functioning com-
munity. I look forward to my new role
as a board member at the center and
being a part of  its continued growth.”

With Boo’s departure, Paul Hyman,
executive director of  the Pride Center,
is restructuring executive positions.
The new deputy director position will
be filled by Kristofer Fegenbush, who is
in his fifth year and will oversee pro-
grams, operations, facilities and vari-
ous administrative functions. Frank
Gurucharri, PALS Project behavior
health specialist, will replace
Fegenbush as manager of  the PALS
Project. 

The center is searching for a major
gifts officer, which will take over many
of  the other duties of  the former direc-
tor of  development. The focus of  the
major gifts officer will include:
Founders Circle, corporate sponsor-
ships, the Vision 2015 Capital Campaign
and Planned Giving/Estate Planning.H

Robert Boo leaving 
Pride Center

news

By JAMES MICHAELS

The Board of  Directors for Stonewall
Pride Inc. (d.b.a. Pride of  Greater Fort
Lauderdale) has voted to cease opera-
tions and dissolve the organization effec-
tive Dec. 31. PGFL has been the organiza-
tion which, for the past 11 years, hosted
the Stonewall Street Festival and Parade
and, in 2009, the Wicked Manors
Halloween street party on Wilton Drive.

In late 2008, when the current board
took office, they discovered that the
organization owed more than $10,000 to
the I.R.S. due to the previous board’s fail-
ure to file the proper paperwork with the
government. They made arrangements
and had been making payments to the
I.R.S.

This past July, it was reported that the
annual Stonewall Street Festival and
Parade left the organization $30,000 in
debt. At that time, PGFL immediately
cancelled plans for Wicked Manors. The
organization vowed to hold fundraisers
to pay off  the creditors but the I.R.S.
seized the organization’s bank accounts,
and money raised from the first
fundraiser went directly to the govern-
ment. 

Attorney Greg Kabel assisted
Stonewall Pride on a pro-bono basis to
negotiate with the creditors and assisted
in collecting money still owed to the
organization. They were able to collect
enough money to pay off  the debt to the
I.R.S., with an additional $10,000 to pay
the creditors from the June festival, still
leaving a balance of  $20,000. 

The board realized they would not be
able to hold additional fundraisers to
pay off  the remaining debt and raise
approximately another $40,000 to hold a
Stonewall Festival in 2011 and decided to
dissolve the organization.

Recently, the City of  Wilton Manors
decided to form an events committee
which will exclusively handle the organi-
zation of  events on The Drive and hire a
professional promotion company to han-
dle these events for the city.

The Stonewall Pride board voted to
donate its remaining physical assets,
which included cases of  soda, cups, water,
juices, paper products, bar and electrical
equipment and decorations to The Pride
Center at Equality Park. PGFL also voted
to give its registered trademark of  Wicked
Manors to the Pride Center for their use
in the future.H

Stonewall Pride ceases operations
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Fort
Lauderdale Miami

GILDA RETURNS TO THE MANOR 
She's back for Christmas at The
Manor with new holiday songs and
some new dresses too. Come hear her
stories about her years in Hollywood,
on Broadway and on television. You'll
laugh, you'll cry, you won't believe a
word of  it. Dec. 9 – 11 at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $20 or $35 for VIP. Call 1-
800-838-3006 or visit www.brownpa-
pertickets.com/event/136281.H

A NIGHT WITH 
ACTRESS LESLIE CARON
The Fort Lauderdale International
Film Festival (FLiFF) hosts two
evenings with Oscar® nominated
actress Leslie Caron.  Fans can join
Caron on Friday, Dec. 10 for a tribute
film and book signing event at
Cinema Paradiso, 503 SE Sixth St.,
Fort Lauderdale; and on Dec.11 for
the Seminole Hard Rock
Winterfest Boat Parade.
Tickets for the FLiFF tribute evening
are $30 in advance/$35 at the door.
FLIFF Member price is $25 in
advance/$30 at the door. Tickets for
the Winterfest Boat Parade are $150
for general admission/$125 for FLiFF
members, and must be purchased in
advance.H

WIN BRUNCH 2011
Women in Network (WIN) will be
holding a special brunch at 12:30 p.m.
on Sunday, Jan. 9, at the Torch Club.
The brunch will include entertain-
ment and there will be a t-dance fol-
lowing the brunch with music pro-
vided by Bonnie. Tickets are $25,
which includes brunch, two drinks,
entertainment, the t-dance and tax
and gratuity. Admission to just
attend the t-dance is $10 and starts at
3 p.m. For more information, call
Geri/Joyce at (954) 354-0548 or Toni
at (954) 565-0094.H

“HOLIDAY TREASURES” CONCERT
Join us on Wednesday, Dec. 15 for a
very special holiday concert as the
Fort Lauderdale Women's Chorus
and the South Florida Pride Jazz
Ensemble present “Holiday
Treasures,” a fun-filled romp
through your holiday favorites. The
Jazz Ensemble will perform famil-
iar tunes with a jazzy twist while the
Women's Chorus will put you in the
holiday spirit as they perform every-
thing from traditional hymns to the
hysterical "Grandma Got Run
Over By A Reindeer." The concert
begins at 8 p.m. and will take place at
Broward Center for the
Performing Arts, New River
Room, 201 SW Fifth Ave., Fort
Lauderdale.  Tickets can be pur-
chased at
www.browardcenter.org/fortlaud-
erdalewomenschorus.H

MIAMI INTERNATIONAL ART FAIR
It’s time for the Miami
International Art Fair (MIA) in
Miami Beach, Jan. 13-17, 2011 at the
Miami Beach Convention Center,
Hall D, 1901 Convention Center
Drive. Come experience America’s
most exciting mid-winter contempo-
rary art fair. MIA will be an inaugu-
rating, intriguing and unique new
model this year, combining a highly
selective art fair with a strong, cen-
tral curatorial vision, in addition to
independently curated projects. 
Highlighting MIA in 2011 is the spe-
cial installation Museum of
Modern Ice, bringing Canadian
artist Gordon Halloran’s dazzling
paintings in ice to sunny South
Florida for the first time. Tickets are
$50 in advance and $75 at the door.
For more information, call (239) 949
5411.H

MIAMI GAY MEN'S CHORUS HOLIDAY
CONCERT - DEC. 10-11
On Friday, Dec. 10 and Saturday Dec.
11, the Miami Gay Men's Chorus
will present their annual holiday
concert at 8 p.m. with special guest
Sharon Gless. This year's perform-
ance, "Destination Holiday," will be
at the Lincoln Theater, 541 Lincoln
Road, Miami Beach. Come fly with
them as they take you through a
musical journey of  song and dance
around the world. Tickets are $25, $30
and $35. 
For tickets or more information, visit
www.miamigaychorus.org.H

MDGLCC TOY DRIVE 
& HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
Please join the Miami Dade Gay
& Lesbian Chamber of
Commerce for a toy drive and holi-
day celebration on Thursday, Dec.
16 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the
LGBT Visitor's Center, 1130
Washington Ave., Miami Beach.
Please bring an unwrapped toy to
benefit the Miami Beach Police
Toy Drive.There will be an open
bar, complimentary hors d'oeuvres,
a DJ, a visit from Santa Claus and
other special surprises. Please
RSVP to Stephanie@tma-pr.com or
call (305) 673-4440.H

SANDPIPERS 
NETWORKING EVENT
Miami-Dade Gay & Lesbian
Chamber of  Commerce presents
its monthly Sandpipers network-
ing event on Wednesday, Dec. 15 at
5 p.m. The event will take place at
Angler’s Resort Hotel, 660
Washington Ave., Miami Beach.
There will be a cash bar and free
hors d’oeuvres. The event is limited
to 50 people. Call (305) 673-4440 or e-
mail mdglcc@bellsouth.net.H
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CHRISTMAS PARTY FATURING 
DJ ALYSON CALAGNA
… will be held at G-Bar, 1401 E. Seventh
Ave., in Ybor City on Saturday Dec. 11
from 10 p.m. to 4 a.m. No cover until 10
p.m. and a $5 cover after. $1 drinks from 9
p.m. to 11 p.m. Doors open at 9 p.m.. The
entire club will be decked out for the hol-
idays by Mathieu.H

LEATHER BENEFIT
The Tampa Leather Club will hold a
Leather Benefit for Francis House at
the Ybor Eagle, 1909 N. 15th St., in Ybor
City. Francis House has been providing
spiritual, emotional, educational help to
individuals and families infected, affect-
ed and at-risk for HIV/AIDS.H

FUNDRAISER FOR THE ST. PETERSBURG
MEN’S CHORUS
The Gay St. Pete House will he holding
a fundraiser for the St. Petersburg
Men’s Chorus on Thursday, Dec. 23 at
the Gay St. Pete House, 4505 Fifth Ave.,
N., Saint Petersburg. Enjoy a relaxing
evening poolside with incredible eats,
full open bar, live entertainment and
plenty of  holiday cheer. No gifts, but
please make a donation to the chorus. All
proceeds from your donation goes to the
chorus. For more information, visit
www.stpetemenschorus.com.H

STEAM FRIDAYS CHRISTMAS PARTY
DJ Manny Lehman will headline at
Steam Fridays’ Christmas Party, to be
held at The Honey Pot, 1507 E. Seventh
Ave., Ybor City. The party will be held on
Friday, Dec. 17 from 11 p.m. to 4 a.m. D.J.
The club will be transformed into the
“Nutcracker Suite” and will come to
life with aerialists performing and so
much more. Doors open at 10 p.m. with
no cover until 10:30 p.m. and $10 after. $1
drinks for everyone from 10 p.m. to 11
p.m.H

FLAMINGO TURNABOUT
The first-ever turnabout at the
Flamingo Resort. All the money raised
will go to benefit A.S.A.P. Don’t miss this
event as everyone will be in rare form
and it will be the only time you will see
most of  the staff  dressed up and per-
forming. Make your plans now to attend
on Thursday, Dec. 9 from 10 p.m. to 4 a.m.
at the Flamingo Resort, 4601 34th St. S.,
St. Petersburg.H

HOLIDAY HOOPLA!
The Gulfport Merchants Association
presents Holiday Hoopla on Dec. 11
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. A portion of  the
proceeds from the event will benefit
Operation Santa, The Gulfport Senior
Center Foundation, and Get Rescued.
Admission is free. Brighten your holi-
days with a visit to Beach Boulevard in
Gulfport at the Holiday Hoopla. For
more information, call (727) 322-5217 or
visit www.gulfportma.com.H

“A CHRISTMAS CAROL: A GHOST
STORY OF CHRISTMAS” 
… is being performed now through Dec.
19 at the Garden Theatre, 160 West
Plant St., Winter Garden. Dickens’ clas-
sic family tale ushers in the holiday sea-
son and the wonderful sprit (or spirits) of
Christmas. Film and television star
Dennis Neal portrays the miser
Ebenezer Scrooge. Performances are
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 8
p.m., Sundays at 2 p.m. Tickets: $24 ($20
seniors/students)
$10 for children under 12 on Thursdays
and Sundays. For more information,
visit www.gardentheatre.org.H

FA-LA-LA-LA FABULOUS
This Orlando Gay Chorus concert will
feature many of  your favorite songs and
some new tunes, too. Once again, OGC
will be serving as a collection site for the
U.S. Marine Corps’ “Toys for Tots”
program and will mark its 20th year of
collecting for “Toys for Tots.” Your gen-
erous donations of  toys have brought joy
to thousands of  deserving children in
Central Florida. Just bring any
unwrapped toy to either show for collec-
tion. Two performances: Dec. 11 and 12 at
The Plaza Theatre, 425 North Bumby
Ave., Orlando. Tickets start at $25 and
can be purchased at www.orlandogay-
chorus. org.H

“GOD HELP US, EVERYONE”
Ashton Kutcher, Lucille Ball, Joan
Crawford, Miss Piggy and Cher (or at
least their impersonators) present “A
Glittering Star-Studded Christmas
Carol” on Saturdays, Dec. 11 and 18
starting at 7:30 p.m. in the Footlight
Theater at the Parliament House, 410
N. Orange Blossom Trail, Orlando.H

CLAUS FOR PAWS – 
THE ROAD RALLY ADVENTURE
A four-person auto adventure with stops
and fun along the way throughout down-
town Orlando on Dec. 11. Entry fee $100
per team. Presented by and a fundraiser
for the Sunshine Invitational
Tournament, and a portion of  the pro-
ceeds benefit Paws Care, which is a non-
profit organization dedicated to helping
to care for the pets of  those affected by
HIV/AIDS, cancer and other terminal
and devastating illnesses. For more
details, visit
www.sitorlando.org/fundraising.H

“THE NEARLYWED GAME”
… at Hamburger Mary’s in Orlando,
will be held on Saturday, Dec. 18. This is
a fun and new twist of  the classic TV
game show, “The Newlywed Game.”
Each month, six couples (same-sex and
opposite sex couples) will compete to see
who knows, or thinks they know, each
other the best.  For more information,
visit www.hamburgermarysorlando.
com.H
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EMPLOYMENT

HAIRSTYLIST or BARBER. A new exciting style shop opening.  Now hir-
ing experienced Hair Stylist or Barber.  Minimum of 5 years experience.
Please email resume to: Touch1213@gmail.com  or for more information
please call (404) 519-1846 

PAID RESEARCH STUDY Participate in a confidential research
study regarding HIV medications and drug use.  Earn Cash!!!
Call us to see if you qualify at (305)672-6623.  University of
Delaware Research Center (Hablamos Español)

Are you a gay or bisexual man over 18?
Do you ever take Xanax, Percocet, or any other RX pills with or

without a prescription?  Confidential research study.  Cash
compensation.  Call for more information.  (305)  529-1489

HOUSEKEEPING position available at The Royal Palms
Resort, 2901 Terramar St., Ft. Lauderdale Beach.  Attention to
detail essential. Must be reliable. Stop in to fill out an applica-
tion.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CO-INFECTION FORUM, FOR PEOPLE AFFECTED AND
INFECTED WITH HIV AND HEP C Meets weekly on
Tuesdays @ The Wellness Center of SF @ 2921 NE 6th Ave.
Wilton Manors, FL 33334. Phone # (954) 568-0152. Facilitated
by 'pup' and Phil. Conversation and and information updates.
Free and confidential.

POSITIVE ISSUES GROUP MEETS THURSDAYS FROM
7-8:30 FOR "HIV+GAY MEN & THE MEN THAT LOVE
THEM" Support group. Facilitated by Jerry Hornacki. RSVP:
wcsfjerry@cs.com  Phone: 954-568-0152

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRITSONG Welcomes you to come and
worship with us every Sunday at 10 am and every Wednesday night at
8 pm. We meet at the SpiritSong Worship Center at 2040B North Dixie
Highway Suite 3 in Wilton Manors (Building B on Equality Park Campus,
behind the Pride Center).  God loves you just the way He made you.
Come discover His purpose for you.  For more info: (954) 418-8372,
info@cohss.com, www.cohss.org

SPIRITUALITY

RETAIL SALES Men’s Clothing store is seeking professional sales
people, Full-time and Part-Time positions available.  Please call
(954) 873-3889

ADULT/DATING

MATURE CONTACTS & FRIENDSHIP The Caffmos
Community is a contacts and dating community site for mature
men, bears, daddies and their admirers both young and old.
Registration and membership is free. Come and join us at:
CaffmosCommunity.com

BARTENDING/ENTERTAINMENT

PROFESSIONAL, ATTRACTIVE, AND ATTENTIVE BAR-
TENDER(S) FOR YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES Fast and friend-
ly bartender(s) will take care of your guests.  From causal to
formal, we make sure that your guests do not wait long to get
a drink. Enjoy your party while we take care of the important
aspect....serving your guests their drinks NOW!  Call Jeff @
(954) 566-5300

classifieds
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WILTON MANORS Walk to the Drive.  Small 1BR/1BA in
quiet complex.  Air conditioners, ceiling fans.  Tile floors
throughout.  $640/mo.  $300 deposit. NO pets.  (954) 537-
7513

EAST FT LAUDERDALE/WILTON MANORS. Large, quiet 2-
bedroom unit.  Totally renovated with Italian porcelain tile,
blue pearl granite & stainless kitchen, double oven, stunning
black granite on 48 inch Thomasville vanity and linen closet
inside oversized bath. Sit-in dining room, central a/c, ceiling
fans, D/W, washer/dryer in unit, private patio & more.
Charming, beautifully landscaped 5-plex close to beach & 1
minute to Wilton Dr. Photos at
www.yourperfectapartment.com.  $1,250/mo. Call Rick: (954)
253-1929.

OAKLAND PARK Resort-like setting.  3BR/2BA house
w/pool, spa, tiki bar.  Large BR, share BA w/1 guy.  House priv-
ileges.  Must like dogs.  $650/mo includes utilities. No
drunks/drugs.  1st, last, 1/2 mo sec. Ref required.  (954) 980-
1123

RENTAL - FT. LAUDERDALE

ROOMMATE

EAST FORT LAUDERDALE/LAKERIDGE Renovated
1BR/1BA.  Fenced house, private deck, W/D, new kitchen,
vaulted ceilings, CAC, Water, electric, and basic cable includ-
ed.  F/S required.  $1100/Mo.  Also available, Large efficiency,
$750/Mo.  No pets.  Near Publix and Wallgreens.  (954) 554-
5095

FREE FORECLOSURE DEFENSE ADVICE! We offer a
free consultation to discuss your particular situation.  Do
not wait; you can do something about the pressure.  We
have answers.  Call for no obligation meeting.  Financial
Rescue, Inc 954-566-1228 info@financialrescueinfo.com

ACCOMMODATIONS

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

EAST FORT LAUDERDALE - LARGE TOWNHOME WITH
POOL Beautiful two bedroom townhome in quiet 5-plex, 5
minutes to beach & I-95. Large, sit in kitchen with center
island, central a/c, ceiling fans, washer/dryer in unit, dishwash-
er & more. Small pets ok. Great neighbors and neighborhood.
Master bedroom has walk-in closet & sliding glass doors to
private balcony. $1,225/mo. Call Rick at (954) 253-1929.
Photos at www.yourperfectapartment.com

PERFECT RELOCATION RENTALS-FROM $295/WEEK.
For 4 Week + Stays through December.  Beautiful Studio, 1 &
2 BR  Apts. Turn key, fully furnished    & equipped, clothing
optional pool, laundry, parking.  Close to Gay & Nude Beaches.
Pets Welcome. Incl. utilities, cable, tel.,  Wi-Fi Internet. (954)
927-0090 or visit www.LibertySuites.com

AIR CONDITIONING REPAIR/SERVICE

EXPERT AIR ADVICE Air conditioning repairs.  Cooling
is what we do best.  FPL Rebates, Insured, CACO 36862.  Free

Estimates on Replacements.  $75 – Tune Up.  
Call (954) 764-1990

SEW WHAT'S NEW?  I'VE MOVED! The sewing and design
studio is now located at 3455 N.E. 12th Avenue, Suite #2,
Oakland Park, FL 33334, around the corner from the Oakland
Park Post Office.  Available Tuesday - Saturday until 7 P.M.  Walk-
ins welcome, Appointments appreciated.  Call Paul Michael
(954) 260-3558

ALTERATIONS / SEWING SERVICES 

CLEAN SWEEP – Professional Cleaning Service, Homes, Apartments
and Offices.  Move in & Move out cleaning.  Serving the community for
15 years.  Call Todd (954) 383-1127

CLEANING

COUNSELING

COMPUTER SERVICES

COMPUTER REPAIR -COMPLETE IN  HOME SERVICE *Get
the best performance, protection & value from your computer

investment. *A+ Hardware & OS CERTIFIED.  *Friendly, profes-
sional, RELIABLE service.  Reasonable rates. 

Call: Mike (954) 817-3883

GEEK PATROL COMPUTER SERVICES - Florida Tech Support.
On-Site & Remote Support Located in Wilton Manors - Windows
& Mac (OS X) Security, virus, & spyware removal, repairs &
upgrades, wired & wireless networking.  Gay owned.
www.FLTechSupport.com    Call (954) 453-9574

CLEAN IT RITE  Best cleaning for your buck.  Reliable &
affordable.  10 years in business.  1 BR, $$45.00, 2BR, $55.00,
& 3BR, $65.00.  Fort Lauderdale, Broward & Palm Beach. Call
Manny (954) 560-4443

SUNSHINE CLEANING. Professional cleaning service for your
home or office.  We are reliable and offer competitive rates.
Specializing in deep cleaning & organization.  We work within
your schedule.  Serving Broward County for over 10 years.
References available.  Call Nicholas  (954) 773-5372 

HAVE YOUR NEXT EVENT PHOTOGRAPHED, BY TOBY!
One of the Mark’s List Photographers.  Events, Parties,
Promotional Photos, Headshots, Special occasion photog-
raphy, or Photos just for fun, Family and Facebook.  Please
visit my website; www.TobysPhotos.com  For more infor-
mation call Toby (954) 401-7774

PHOTOGRAPHER

REMODELING/HANDYMAN.  Over 35 years experience. I do
it all. Call Mark at (954) 592-5898.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Derek’s 24 HR HANDYMAN SERVICE. Introducing our new
cabinet shop!  For all your custom made cabinetry countertops
laminates.  YOU MUST SEE OUR WORK, just ask our clients.  All
electrical to code; ANY & ALL plumbing work, Drywall finish
work / repair.  Crown / baseboard pro-install, interior / exterior
painting, demo work, Pressure washing, Decor tile install,
Complete home up-dates.  For large jobs, 4-man crew available.
WE CAN HANDLE IT ALL!  Instant call back, direct service
response.  No job is ever too small.  Excellent references.  Derek
(954) 825-5598 or E-mail: DerekGallaway@att.net

CLASSIC RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

ALWAYS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE.  REASONABLE RATES-

SENIOR DISCOUNT.  ERRANDS-HELP WITH SHOPPONG-TRANS-

PORT. HOME MANAGEMENTPROFESSIONAL-CURTEOUS AND

RELIABLE.  AREA RESIDENT 10 YEARS-REFERENCES PLEASE

CALL (954) 977-3546

HOME REPAIR & RENOVATION Call Steve for your home
improvement projects.  Electrical, Tile, Plumbing, Painting,
Carpentry, Flooring, Drywall Repairs Quality Work At Fair Prices
(954) 632-8773

A MIND AT PEACE/ THERAPEUTIC  SERVICES/
RON "DOC” CHAMBERS, MSW

954-627-0103/ 1975 East Sunrise Blvd Suite 629 Fort
Lauderdale HIV RelatedIssues/ Anxiety/Depression/

Schizophrenia/ Relationship Problems/Anger Management
Problems/Same-Sex Battering/ Domestic Violence  Most

Insurance Accepted/Credit Cards Accepted

RENTAL/FURNISHED HOUSING

WILTON MANORS JUST BLOCKS FROM WILTON DRIVE
Beautiful 2BR/1BA apartment on the Middle River across from
nature preserve.  Eat in kitchen, large living room, central A/C,
$975/mo F/L/S.  Yearly lease (954) 288-6749  

WILTON MANORS 2BR/1BA garden apartment with private
backyard & patio.  CAC, W/D, all updated. 1 mile from Alibi.
Pets ok.  $950/mo.  (954) 610-3310

FREE BRIEF COMPUTER ANSWERS BY ERIC AT THE
STONEWALL LIBRARY BY APPOINTMENT Also Affordable
In-Home, Installations, Tutoring, Virus Disinfection &
Troubleshooting.  Knowledgeable, Personable Service. Call Eric
(954) 903-4383 or eric@startcomputing.info

LONELY? Not leaving the house much?  And you just can't
get motivated?   Depressed, at the end of your rope?    Can't

find anyone to talk about what's going on in your head?
Be a good friend; know when depression crosses the line.
Call the GLBTQ Helpline & Suicide Awareness Program.

Simply to talk, learn, and become aware.
GLBTQ HELPLINE & Suicide Awareness (305) 646-3600.
Free & Confidential.  Tri-lingual counselors available 24/7 

For you or a friend.

SOUTH MIDDLE RIVER Gay compound 1BR/1BA, garden
apartment.  Features designer kitchen with high-end appli-
ances, D/W, and covered parking.  Lush landscaping with W/D
on premises…are just some of the amenities offered.  All util-
ities included.  This value cannot be beat at $850/ mo.
Flexible lease terms available.  Call Tim at (954) 258-2584

MIDDLE RIVER TER. CONDO-QUALITY Gigantic 1BR/1BA:
$910/mo.  C/Air, Open Granite Kitchen w/bar, D/W, Ice-maker,
Designer Bath, Must see!  1 yr lease, F/S. Call (954) 448-
9811.

GUYS and DOLLIES Moving * Storage * Packing * Crating *
Shipping.  “A” Rated Member of the BBB Register Movers since
1976.  Major credit cards accepted.  For free price quote, Call
(954) 566-1270

SERVICES

GOLD COAST UPHOLSTERY Re-upholstering, Cushions,
Throw pillows  Large selection of fabric to choose from or bring
in your own fabric.  Broward / Dade. Palm Beach.  Call Edgar
(954) 491-4937.  Re-upholstering, Cushions, Throw pillows
Large selection of fabric to choose from or bring in your own
fabric.  Broward / Dade. Palm Beach.  Call Edgar (954) 491-
4937

PROFESSIONAL THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE Deep Tissue,
Swedish, Reflexology, Stretching.  Mon-Sun, 10am-8pm.  In/Out
Calls. NON-SEXUAL.  Ft. Lauderdale. Call Robert (954) 494-2372.
Lic# MA 19604

SPACIOUS ROOM FOR RENT IN BEAUTIFUL PALM AIRE
COUNTRY CLUB IN POMPANO BEACH Fort Lauderdale
Line.  $700 includes utilities, cable TV in room, and wireless
internet.  Minutes from everything.  Private Bedroom and
bath.  Condo is 2000 square feet and overlooks the golf
course with great balcony views.  Includes use of pool and all
common areas.  I am drug free and professional.  Please be
the same.  No pets allowed.  Call me at (203) 232-7005 or
email me at cbert30@aol.com. 

TIRED OF LOOKING?  WE’LL DO IT FOR YOU! No
cost, No hassle.  Hundreds of Fort Lauderdale / Wilton
Manors rental properties to choose from and we do the
work finding the right one for you.  Call Randy at Eastside
Realty Group, (954) 599-9437

MIDDLE RIVER & LAKERIDGE  1st month is FREE.
1BR/1BA,  $690/mo. or $175/Wk. or 2BR/2BA, $875/mo. or
$225/wk. Efficiency $620/Mo. or $155/Wk.  with a 6 or 12
month lease.  Pay your deposit and you are in. *Details.  (954)
527-9225

ROYAL PARK Near Wilton Manors 1BR/1.5BA, $825 -
$900/mo.  2BR/2BA, $950 - $1100,/mo.  Gated security,
Clubhouse, Pools, Gym, Sauna and Steam room.  Pets OK.
Cable / Water / Trash included.  Call Naim Naqi, Broker / SFG
Realtors (954) 574-6047

WILTON MANORS EFFICIENCY Located near 7th Avenue &
Wilton Drive.  (By the Shoppes of Wilton Manors)  A/C, ceiling
fans, terrazzo & tile floors, laundry room with washer & dryer.
Screened in patio & pool.  Off street parking.  Utilities, electric,
& water included.  (954) 563-4442

TOP to BOTTOM CLEANING Let me take care of your every-
day cleaning.  Before or after your Holiday parties.  For your
home or office.  You can be assured you will receive quality,
dependable and honest service every time.  Affordable home &
business cleaning rates.  References available.
Uilas (754) 234-9305

Remodels, Service Changes, House Re-wires, Generator Hook-
up, Cable & Phone Services.  No Job Too Small.  Quality Work at
Reasonable Prices.  Licensed & Insured  Lic # 02CME2027X
(954) 882-6082

ELECTRICAL
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